ST. ALOYSIUS’ CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER 17/06/2016
Term 6 ~ Edition 1
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
June
Saturday 18th
Tuesday 21st
Thursday 23rd
Friday 24th
Monday 27th
Tuesday 28th
Wednesday 29th
July
Friday 1st
Monday 4th
Wednesday 6th
Thursday 7th
Friday 8th
Saturday 9th
Monday 11th
Tuesday 12th
Thursday 14th
Friday 15th
Saturday 16th
Tuesday 19th
WEDNESDAY 20TH

Year 3 First Holy Communion, The Oratory
2.00pm ~ St. Aloysius’ Mass at school
INTERNATIONAL DAY
Willow Class - IKEA Education Exhibition
Oxford Fire & Rescue visiting Years 5 & 6
MUFTI DAY FOR TOMBOLA PRIZES
Bay Class ~ Wychwood School Singing Event
Willow Class ~ Sulgrave Manor Visit
10.10am ~ Elm Class Assembly
Year 2 to Hill End (residential)
Cherwell Transfer Day + New Parent Induction
2.10pm ~ Bay Class Clarinet Performance
LAST WRITING CLUB
5.30pm ~ Full Governor Meeting
10.10am ~ Tigger Class Assembly
Elm Class - Imperial War Museum Visit
ST. ALOYSIUS SUMMER FAIR
Chatterbox (Sardinia) Children Arrive
SPORTS DAY
NO SWIMMING
Reserve SPORTS DAY
NO SWIMMING
10.10am ~ Fig Class Assembly
Year 6 ~ Cherwell Science & Health Day
Year 6 Leavers’ Party
Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly
1.00PM ~ END OF TERM 6

A quote from Meister Erkhart
medieval theologian
A quote from Meister Erkhart, medieval theologian
When God laughs at the soul and the soul laughs back at God, the
persons of the Trinity are begotten. When the Father laughs at the
Son and the Son laughs back at the Father, that laughter gives
pleasure, that pleasure gives joy, that joy gives love, and that is the
Holy Spirit. Amen.
Safeguarding Children
Parents and children are still using the door under the stairs as a
general exit. Please can we ask you to use the main entrance. Thank
you. Also, parents should not let ANYONE in via any of the entrances.
After School Club parents should not go beyond The Base when
collecting children and no-one except staff should access classrooms
after 3.20pm.
New School Lunches Menu
The new School Lunches Menu has started. Copies of the menu are
available on our website and parents should have already received a
paper copy.

FROM OUR HEADTEACHER
Dear Parents/Carers,
Just a quick reminder that if you would like your child to perform at
our International Day next Thursday 23rd June, please contact me via
the School Office. We really need more performers this year!
Could I ask you to say a prayer for our Year 3 First Holy Communicants
you are due to make their First Holy Communion this Saturday at The
Oratory. Thank you to Fr. Daniel and the Staff who have helped prepare
them so well and Sally Iannacci and Becky Stevens who have organised
the breakfast.
Mrs Black and Emma are now home. We are getting regular updates.
Apparently they may put in an appearance on Sports Day but don’t
want to take part in a pram race!
Pupils in Key Stage 2 were treated to a story from a First World War
Carrier Pigeon this morning. Based on a true story the carrier pigeon in
question was Robin Hemmings from The Story Museum in Oxford. Robin
pointed out that the Story Museum are running series of storytelling
activities to commemorate the First World War this weekend. Go to
www.storymuseum.org.uk to find out more. Have a lovely weekend.
Tom Walker - Headteacher.
New Nursery Provision - Acorn Class
We are delighted to announce that we have been given
the go ahead to open a nursery class for three year
olds in January 2017.We plan to open the doors to our
new nursery on 4th January at 8.45am! The class will
be called Acorn Class and you should start to see
marketing and publicity around the school and Oxford.
In addition to the Government’s 15 funded hours,
parents will be given the opportunity to book additional hours up to full
-time care. We will also be offering optional lunchtime wraparound
care. Please note, the nursery will be open during term-time to match
the school calendar. Acorn Class will be staffed by a fully qualified
teacher and Level 3 support worker. If you have any questions, or
would like to register your child, please email the School Office or
speak to Mr. Walker, Zoe Spilberg or Jo Clarke.

~ DIARY DATE ~
FRIDAY 24TH JUNE

SUMMER FETE MUFTI DAY
Please bring in prizes for the tombola!

Piano Lessons
MJM Music have spaces for children to start piano lessons in September.
If you require any additional information, please contact Michael Davies
on MJmusicservices@aol.com.
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Be ambitious for the higher gifts.
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This TERM’s housE PoinT ToTals
Ashmolean 207
Bodleian 256
Radcliffe 201 Sheldonian 169
Spring Term House Point Cup Winners ~ BODLEIAN

CLASS ReviewS
Fig Class - This week, Fig class have been working on perfecting their
writing skills, focussing on their handwriting. Capital letters, full stops,
conjunctions and adjectives are all making an appearance in their
writing. In maths, the class have been playing a range of games to
expand on their skills of doubling and halving. With pens they have
been dividing their tables as a method of learning how to find a 1/3.
This week they have started learning a new song which has been
coming along very nicely!
Willow Class - The class have enjoyed being really creative during the
last 2 weeks. Using the fictional characters we developed, they have
written diary entries and short stories. Children have also started
furthering their knowledge of the last section of our topic; creating
Tudor houses in DT and short Stone Age animations in computing using
the LearnPads.
We have been working on Maths knowledge using problem solving
activities which stretch and challenge as much as we can, all before
they make the move to secondary school. In science, carrying on with
our living things topic, we have focused on observations of plants,
having a very helpful trip to a local nature reserve to record different
insects and plants. It brought greater relevance to the subject.
The class were very fortunate to visit the Ashmolean Museum, where
they explored the galleries dedicated to the Asian territories of Japan.
They experienced a tea ceremony and wore kimonos. Photographs will
be in the next issue of the newsletter.
Willow Class bid Miss Wigley a very fond farewell. Her final eight week
school based experience has been most stimulating and educational and
varied. A big thank you from everyone in Willow Class and good luck as
she begins teaching her own class in September.
Tigger Class - The Tiggers returned from their half-term break to find
themselves immersed into a world of pirates. They found an ancient
locked and sealed treasure chest in our role-play pirate ship and
everyone wrote their ideas of what may be hiding inside (ideas ranged
from chocolate Easter eggs to dolls to sparkly jewellery) and they were
delighted to find it was actually full of piratey pencils! We have been
working in pairs to hide ‘house point treasure’ in the playground and
then drawing maps to help our partner find them. There have also been
lots of hand-on investigations to find the best material to use to
waterproof a pirate ship and what designs make the most noticeable
flags. In maths, we have been counting on and back 2, 3 and 4 from a
hidden quantity and have been reading and matching number sentences
to practical problems.

looked at factors and refreshed our knowledge on addition and
subtraction with three 5 digit numbers.
Bay Class - This week in Bay class we have been busy analysing the data
from our questionnaires - 'How Eco-friendly are you?' We have
discovered that there is far more that we could be doing to help save
the planet and this has helped us think of a few business ideas for our
community project this term (watch this space!). We have also begun
to write Victorian style newspaper articles about "Oliver Twist" which
the children have really enjoyed.
Elm Class - Since returning to school we have been developing our
understanding of Macbeth and trying to mimic Shakespearian writing.
The main challenge has been to build our use of hyperbole, oxymorons,
idiom, personification and metaphors. The results have been
spectacular. Maths has focused upon understanding how to calculate
square roots using square numbers, arrays and factions, then applying
our knowledge to solving problems using Pythagoras' theorem. We have
also explored using tangents to calculate missing angles and lengths.
Because of the 100th anniversary of the Somme, we have been using
images of trenches, recruitment posters and artefacts to build our
understanding. Our Alexander Calderesque mobiles are nearly finished
and we are just about to embark on creating games using cardboard
engineering (inspired by Cain's Arcade).
Brookes Students
Staff at St Aloysius wish to thank each of the four students from
Brookes who were with us this term - Rabia Butt, Alice Wigley, Sofia
Terzian and Michael King - children and classes have really benefited
from this eight week final school based experience. We are pleased
that they are going onto jobs in September - or in Sofia’s case a Masters
Degree. We delight in sharing our practice and impacting on the future
professional practitioners. Pauline Brookes - Mentor to Brookes
Students.
Congratulations Rose Okeke
Congratulations to Rose who has been successful in applying for the
Merton College Girls Choir after bravely undertaking a solo audition.
Well done to all the girls from school who attended the audition.

TWO AMAZING ASSEMBLIES THIS WEEK

Fir Class - In Fir Class we have had a focused week on phonics and
myself and Ms Auty are very proud of all the children. They've also had
fun performing using drama, a variety of nonsense poems and nursery
rhymes. In Maths the children have been ordering numbers and begun
multiplication. In Art Fir Class studied the water lily paintings by Monet
linking to our river theme. Last week in outdoor learning they went to
look at the lilies on the pond. This week we were very lucky and saw
the Giffords Circus caravans and their horses called Jim and Dandy who
are living in the park at the moment! Mr. King leaves us this Friday and
Fir Class would like to say a big thank you to him for all his hard work
and good luck for September.
Oak Class - Oak Class has been busy with First Holy Communion
preparation, spending a retreat day at The Oratory prior to the Mass on
Saturday. We have also been completing our volcano models and
writing about the Greek myths of Persephone and of Orpheus and
Eurydice.
Ash Class - Over the past couple of weeks in Ash class we have been
spending time on our fantastic assembly. I was so proud of them all.
Not only did they not forget their lines but they did it with enthusiasm
and expression. In English we have now started a new topic on
newspaper report writing, where we have looked at reported speech
and the difference between fact and opinion. Lastly, in maths, we
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Kellogs breakfast club prize

Second Hand Uniform Sale

We recently received a £200 donation to enhance our Breakfast Club
with brand new equipment and resources, following a national
competition we entered. We were one of fifty schools from across the
UK to be selected to receive the breakfast boost. The competition was
featured in the cereal company’s Breakfast Club e-newsletter, aimed at
showcasing best practice and providing practical resources to ensure
the sustainability of the club. Mr. Walker said “We are so grateful to
receive this generous donation. We will be using the funds to purchase
games which can be played sitting down”. April Armstrong, Corporate
Social Responsibility manager, at Kellogg’s, said “We believe all
children should have the opportunity to start the day with breakfast,
but equipment and resources are just as important to clubs as the food
itself. We’re proud to be able to support so many schools across the
UK.”

The School Council organised and ran a very successful second hand
uniform sale on Thursday after school. They raised £43.00 and there’s
still plenty of uniform left for another sale …

ASPIRE OXFORD
We have recently had our first collection from the
Aspire collection point in the back car park. Aspire
took away 204.2kgs of stuff donated by you. The
driver left the comments “very well done”. Thank
you for using the collection point and please continue
to do so. The bin will accept clothing, towels, sheets,
blankets, curtains, shoes and boots. Your donations
will directly affect local disadvantaged people. Thank
you.

Host Families Needed for
International Students
Hosting international students is a fantastic enriching experience for
parents but also children. We have seen in the past that the children in
host families learn languages and build new relationships from people
around the world that last for a lifetime. It is a great opportunity for
children to experience new cultures and also show off theirs. Host
families have also been asked to visit past students homes and
countries, many have attended past students’ weddings! Hosting
students is also a great way to use your spare room and earn some
extra money. If you think this might be something you could be
interested in, I would love to hear from you. We are looking for families
to host students starting 21st June, 28th June or 5th July onwards. Feel
free to give me a call or email. Emma Ullman, Accommodation Manager
Oxford Homestay, EF Language Travel 01865 759670
emma.ullman@ef.com.

ASH CLASS ASSEMBLY
From myths and legends to volcanoes and tectonic plates, Year 4 led us
through what they have been learning this term. The children were
word perfect and ready to perform much to the delight of the
assembled audience. Well done Ash Class, a brilliant performance.

Bay class ~ Festival of voices
"On Monday Bay Class went to Dorchester Abbey for the annual Festival
of Voices event. Our class sang really well and we practised hard, our
favourite song was 'Purple People Eater' because it was exciting and
jolly!" By James Feller.
"At Festival of Voices we had two hours of rehearsals and then a tea
break. After that, it was the concert - there were so many people there
to support us! We helped to raise money for Save the Children and we
had a great time!" By Emily Bekulart.

PTA Summer Fete
Saturday 9th July

12.00 to 3.00pm
Fun for All the Family
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