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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
January 2017
Tuesday 3rd
Wednesday 4th
Friday 6th

INSET DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED
8.35am ~ START OF SPRING TERM
10.00am ~ Willow Class IMPS Visit @ JR Hospital
9.30am ~ Epiphany Mass at school

SOME FUTURE DATES for your diary
March 2017
Thursday 2nd
w/b 6th
Wednesday 22nd
May 2017
Monday 8th
June 2017
Thursday 22nd
July 2017
Monday 10th
Monday 17th

World Book Day
Parental Consultations
Science Day
Key Stage 2 SATs Week
International Day
Reports Distributed
Sports Day (Tuesday 19th Reserve Sports Day)

FROM OUR
HEADTEACHER
Dear Parents/Carers, I’d like to
start by thanking you all, on
behalf of the staff, for all your
Christmas gifts and also for the
kind words of encouragement
over the last few weeks
following the publication of our
Ofsted report. The Christmas
Plays have been a marvellous
way to celebrate the joy and
hope we experience during
Advent. Thank you to all the
staff who have prepared the
children so well. Also, a huge
THANK YOU to all the parents
who helped to organise or
contribute to the Christmas Fair. It was fantastic and very enjoyable.
The event raised an amazing £1,439.69 for PTA funds.
We have done our very best to distribute lost property and send
children home with all their belongings. Any items remaining will be
held by class teachers until next term.
Mr. Robinson leaves us at Christmas. I would like to thank him for all his
hard work over the last few years with our Year 5 & 6 pupils. They have
gained so much from his creative and inspirational teaching.
Have a lovely peaceful and joyful Christmas. We look forward to seeing
you all back here at school on Wednesday 4th January when we will
also be welcoming our first Acorn Nursery Class children.
Tom Walker - Headteacher.
Cinderella - A Star is Born Perhaps?
Mr. Edwards (Ash Class)
took to the stage and
even upstaged the panto
dames on Wednesday at
the Playhouse Theatre
production of Cinderella.
He danced and sang
much better than the
professional actors! Then
it was Mr. Walker’s turn
… The children had a
smashing time and have
learnt some hilarious
jokes, which we are sure
they will share with you.
Everyone (staff and
children) enjoyed an ice
cream and sang along to
the various Beyoncé
songs.

School Motto
Be ambitious for the higher gifts.

This TERM’s housE PoinT ToTals
Ashmolean 311
Bodleian 353
Radcliffe 323 Sheldonian 308
Autumn Term House Point Cup Winners ~ BODLEIAN

EVERYTHING I DO
Lord, may everything I do this day begin with your blessing and
continue with your help. May everything I say this day begin with
your love and continue with your grace. May everything I plan this
day begin with your inspiration and continue with your peace. So that
throughout my life all that I begin in you may by you be happily
ended, and all that I seek through you may by you be lovingly
attended. Amen.
RNIB - Royal National Institute of Blind People - CHRISTMAS STAMPS!
The RNIB have written to us to ask us to collect used postage stamps.
The RNIB can raise money from British and overseas new and used
stamps. They also collect first day covers, presentation packs and
albums. Please leave approximately 1cm of envelope around each
stamp and place them in the post box outside the office and when we
have a goodly bundle we will send them off to the RNIB.
Scomis Online Safety Advice For Parents
Scomis (a company that we work very closely with) have produced a
Christmas Online Safety Advice Newsletter for parents. Please find a
copy attached for your information.
French Club
French club children have enjoyed their Christmas party.. Thank you TO
the parents who came. We will start again on Monday 9th January in
Oak Class. Newcomers welcome! BONNE ANNEE. Christine SJ.
Ceramics Club
This term the children attending our Ceramics Club have produced
individual nativity scenes. The scenes made a wonderful display in The
Courtyard recently. Thank you to Mrs. Marrow for running this club
alongside the Art Club.

The Giving Machine - CHRISTMAS SHOPPING
Did you know that most major retailers will donate money to
causes like St. Aloysius PTA every time you shop online with them?
All you need to do is access the retailers webpage via The Giving
Machine website HERE. Stores that support The Giving Machine
include; Sainsbury’s, Tesco, Amazon, SportsDirect, Boden, John
Lewis, Waitrose, EBay, Asos and many more.
Thank you for your support.
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CLASS ReviewS
Fir Class - Fir Class has worked hard alongside Tigger Class over the
past few weeks to produce a fantastic if some what chaotic Nativity
production on Tuesday night. The children thoroughly enjoyed doing
the show and it was great fun to watch. As well as rehearsals, Fir Class
have begun to make their felt puppets and have been creating pieces of
Christmas art work. The children have also written letters to Santa and
completed various maths number problems.

Tigger Class - The children have enjoyed reading our class book Room
For A Little One which has led to lots of thought and discussion about
all the different animals in the nativity. We have made our own nativity
scenes using a range of materials and the children are showing great
progress in their language skills in our ‘hot-seating’ sessions – this week
they posed as a range of characters from the Christmas Story and the
children asked some excellent questions such as (to Mary) “Did you feel
nervous when you heard you were going to have the most special baby
in the world?” and (to a shepherd) “How did you feel when you saw the
angel appear in the sky over you?”. In Maths we have been using the
skills we’ve been developing this term to solve every-day counting and
number problems. Finally, a huge well done to all the Tiggers and Fir
Class for a fantastic performance of their Christmas Show Baubles on
Tuesday – they have worked so hard to remember all their words, songs
and prompts and they really rose to the occasion on the night!
Ash Class - The children have worked really hard recently on their
Christmas play. They really excelled in main performance along with
the other year groups. I'm really proud of all of their achievements.
Aside from rehearsals, we have also focused on the chunking method in
Maths which has been a tricky concept but the children have tried hard
to understand the method behind this. I wish you all a very merry
Christmas and I will be seeing you in the New Year.
Fig Class - Nogard, the fierce fire breathing dragon, has been guarding
treasure in the Cave of Doom protected by murky pools, hairy spiders
and deep pits. The children's mission has been to take the treasure
from the dragon with only a few items to help them negotiate the
dangerous terrain. Everyone thought carefully about what they would
take with them and then, using good, adventurous language, they
wrote their own story about their quest. In Science, we have been
finding out about how to stay healthy,. The children found out about
different food groups, what is needed for a balance diet and how
exercise and medicines can help to maintain good health. In RE we
looked at the similarities and differences between two events in the
Bible where angels appear -the visitation and the Angels telling the
shepherds of the birth of Jesus. There were some interesting
discussions about these two events.
Bay Class - During the last few weeks we have completed our Earth,
Sun and Moon studies and the children did an excellent job explaining a
solar and lunar eclipse and the causes of warmer and cooler weather.
We finished our stanzas on The Highway Man (a splendid job by all) and
have moved on to drafting a play script for Frankenstein. In Maths we
have studied times tables, time and distance graphs, multiplying
decimals and the binary logic of Napier's Location Arithmetic. Our work
on the Beatitudes is complete and our first look at the mission of John
The Baptist. All the children have worked incredibly hard on
understanding different types of ciphers - ask them to explain PIG Pen,
Digraph, Affine, Rail Fence and Vigniere. I have also experienced the
ear splitting pain of their early attempts to play the clarinet and now
that the class has become more proficient, I am starting to enjoy the
melodic sounds. Thank you to all of you for your kind words and support
during the last 4 months.

School Motto
Be ambitious for the higher gifts.

Willow Class - This week in Willow Class we have been working hard
preparing our Christmas play - it's looking like it will be the best yet!
The children have painted and glittered all the backdrops themselves
and many of the props are hand made by the children as well. There
are some complex musical arrangements within the play and the
children have been practising hard to ensure they sound their best! We
hope you enjoyed it?
Oak Class - In Maths the children have been working on 3 digit
numbers, comparing their amounts, rounding them to nearest 10s and
100s and using greater than and less than symbols. They have revisited
and revised the 4 times table – making use of fortune teller forms. In
English they have been writing about the visit of the angel Gabriel to
Mary in Nazareth trying to think of the feelings and emotions. The class
have been very enthusiastic and involved in working alongside Ash and
Fig class for their Christmas production Follow That Star. We had a visit
from Nick Mynheer, a professional artist. He shared with the children a
tiny book he had produced at the age of 5 and also the large drawing of
the crucifixion which was turned into a stained glass window in
Nottingham Cathedral. The class responded with lots of ideas going into
a canvas they will collaborate on painting in the new term. Their
subject is Land in the creation as depicted in Genesis. It will be
exhibited in Christ Church Cathedral in January alongside other school
work. The two class councillors Emily and Alexander took him to see
our art work in the courtyard library. His response to the visit was: ‘It
really was a delight to visit St. Aloysius. I felt very welcome. The
children were bright, sparkly eyed and wonderfully enthusiastic. It
struck me as a very happy and loving school and the children are
blessed to be there.’ Nick Mynheer. Nick’s words are a wonderful
Christmas gift and makes me feel very proud of Oak Class.

Ash and Oak Classes – Winchester Science Centre
The children from Ash and Oak Classes had a very informative and
active time on their visit. They learnt about the skills and training to
become astronauts. They carried out exercises which would maintain
their muscle power. The children carried out experiments just as those
working on the ESA space station. Ask them how to demonstrate the
effect of creating a vacuum on a marshmallow! The Planetarium
provided a ride into our solar system taking a closer look at the planets
and their moons. It showed us all the wonder and awe of God’s creation
and where we are – the big question for this term. The trip was well
supported by accompanying parents and a big thank you to them.

SCIENCE REVIEW ~ FIG, ASH & WILLOW CLASSES
All three classes have been considering what properties the
materials of the "best" Christmas stocking should have. The
younger children thought about what might need to be kept the
same in order to make comparisons between different stockings.
This helped them with their understanding of scientific variables.
The older children designed and carried out their own
investigations and will be completing graphs of their results ready
to come to their conclusions (just in the nick of time)!
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