ST. ALOYSIUS’ CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER 14/07/2016
Term 6 ~ Edition 2
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
July
Friday 15th
Saturday 16th
Tuesday 19th
WEDNESDAY 20TH
September
MONDAY 5TH

Year 6 ~ Cherwell Science & Health Day
Year 6 Leavers’ Party
10.10am ~ Willow Class Leavers’ Assembly
Leavers Lunch
2.30pm ~ Elm Class Leavers’ Assembly
1.00PM ~ END OF TERM 6
8.35AM ~ START OF TERM 1 YEAR 2016/17

FROM OUR HEADTEACHER
Dear Parents/Carers, Reading this final edition of the School
Newsletter, I end the year feeling very privileged to be the
Headteacher of such a vibrant, friendly and welcoming school. The
team of staff here have been fantastic and I would like to thank all the
teaching staff, support staff, office staff, cleaners and catering staff
for the part they have all played in serving the school community. I
would also like to thank our Governors who have worked tirelessly this
year to support us in so many different ways and help us steer the
school through the changing educational landscape. To all our parents
and carers, on behalf of the staff, I would like to thank you for your
continuing support for the school and for pupils and families who are
moving on at the end of the year, I hope that you manage to stay in
touch and keep our school in your thoughts and prayers. Finally, I would
like to thank Fr. Daniel, Parish Priest and School Chaplain, whose
insights, advice and guidance continues to help us maintain our strong
Catholic ethos. Have a lovely peaceful summer. I look forward to seeing
you on Monday the 5th September. Tom Walker - Headteacher.

COME, FOLLOW ME!
Jesus invites us to follow him as we make our way through life.
Sometimes the path along which he leads is not easy to follow and
we can lose sight of where we are going and wander away. With his
loving help and the encouragement of our brothers and sisters, we
shall eventually reach our destination, which is Heaven. As we get to
know Jesus better on our journey, together we can share his love for
the world, and , in our own way, call others to come and follow.
Amen.
for children who already speak Spanish and will focus on practising the
language orally, reading and writing in Spanish (including Spanish
grammar and spellings - ortografía) and enjoying literature and stories
in Spanish. The Club needs a minimum of 6 children to start and plans
to run on Mondays straight after school, 3:05pm to 4:05pm, starting on
Monday 12th September. The cost will be £8.00 per lesson, with 25%
going to the school. If you are interested please contact the school or
Dr Nelli at info@spanishcoyotes.com
Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum
The Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum, Woodstock, has a host of local
activities to entertain your children this summer. Go to http://
www.sofo.org.uk/whatson.php for listings of our Family Friendly DropIn Sessions and Kids Club Summer Camp days.
BY ROYAL APPOINTMENT
Fir Class recently received a letter from The Queen in thanks for the
lovely birthday cards and wishes she received from the children.

New Nursery Provision - Acorn Class

We are delighted to announce that we have been given the go ahead to
open a nursery class for three year olds in January 2017.We plan to
open the doors to our new nursery on 4th January at 8.45am! The class
will be called Acorn Class and you should start to see marketing and
publicity around the school and Oxford. In addition to the
Government’s 15 funded hours, parents will be given the opportunity to
book additional hours up to full-time care. We will also be offering
optional lunchtime wraparound care. The nursery will be open during
term-time to match the school calendar. Acorn Class will be staffed by
a fully qualified teacher and Level 3 support worker. If you have any
questions, or would like to register your child, please email the School
Office or speak to Mr. Walker, Zoe Spilberg or Jo Clarke.
Piano Lessons
MJM Music have spaces for children to start piano lessons in September.
If you require any additional information, please contact Michael Davies
on MJmusicservices@aol.com.
Writing Club
There is a mention of our school, the Writing Club and Write Away on
the Oxford University TORCH webpage (The Oxford Research Centre in
the Humanities) and some lovely photos too - please have a look
http://torch.ox.ac.uk/imagining-refugee-journeys
Spanish Club
Coyotes ELE, Spanish lessons for children is starting a new SPANISH
CLUB FOR SPANISH SPEAKERS in September 2016. The Club is intended

School Motto
Be ambitious for the higher gifts.
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This TERM’s housE PoinT ToTals
Ashmolean 320
Bodleian 357
Radcliffe 294 Sheldonian 282
Summer Term House Point Cup Winners ~ BODLEIAN

CLASS ReviewS
Fig Class - A fantastic time was had by all on the Hill End residential
trip. Every activity was tackled with enthusiasm that even the weather
could not spoil. Orienteering, now renamed the Bear Grylls experience
because of the mud, the climbing wall, the blind old assault course,
swimming, water fight, outdoor feast, Mass and BBQ were some of the
activities experienced and everyone is now an expert at making
sandwiches. In Maths we have been revising addition and subtraction
calculations and looking at fractions of a number and equivalent
fractions. In R.E we have found out about the roles of the people in the
Church, the Mass and some of the prayers that are said. This week we
will be having the last of our P.E sessions learning cricket skills. It has
been really good having a cricket specialist teaching these skills and
every week there is evidence of progress being made in a variety of
skills.
Willow Class - As Willow complete their time at St. Aloysius School they
have continued to remain on task and busy. Their language lessons have
incorporated writing scripts for their end of year assembly. Reflecting
and responding within the topic of Past, Present and Future. The past
focus was greatly enhanced by their day at Sulgrave Manor, where they
donned the costumes of Tudor citizens learning how to courtesy and
bow. A tour of the manor brought in further discussion of the roles,
lives and responsibilities of those who were either rich or poor in the
kitchens, chambers and main hallways. They had opportunities to
handle artefacts and look closely at fine art pieces such as the
tapestries. The children acted out the story of the Tudors from Henry
VIII and his six wives through to Elizabeth I. It brought the history alive
and made it very memorable. They then learned how to do a courtly
dance whilst accompanied on instruments with roots in Tudor times
including a recorder, citole and hurdy gurdy.
In literacy they have examined extracts taken from H. G. Wells The
Time Machine and George Orwell’s 1984.
In science they have been very enthusiastic over the discussions and
lessons dealing with puberty and growing up appreciating how to make
healthy decisions.
In mathematics they were looking closely at patterns in nature and
Fibonacci spiralling patterns.
Fr. Daniel lead a final day’s retreat beginning with mass at The Oratory
followed by a pilgrimage to Binsey and the church of St. Margaret of
Antioch to view the outstanding architectural and historical
significance, which dates from the twelfth century and its churchyard
is the site of St Frideswide’s treacle well.
In design and technology the children completed ideas to improve their
special spaces after the visit to a workshop set up by IKEA, which
promoted sustainability of materials and support globally for education
through manufactory enterprises.
They have supported each other as the children in this class now go to
different educational establishments – approximately seven in total.
The class have worked hard throughout with their additional duties as
Year 6 – Young Leaders; being school ambassadors; a lunch time
homework club; calling school to pray the Angelus daily; setting up for
school assemblies and masses. A big thank you to all of them, who will
certainly be missed and are wished a great future never forgetting our
school motto ‘Be ambitious for the higher gifts’.
Elm Class - For our writing we finished and performed our last Macbeth
play scripts. Each day we have worked on different types of open
ended mathematical problems that cover all aspects of the curriculum.
During our visit to The Imperial War Museum, all the children had a
chance to curate their own WWI exhibition using real artefacts,
documents and photographs. The objective was to tell a story about the
war through the experiences of one person. We also had a chance to
understand war on the home front and explore the galleries. We
finished our cardboard engineering project “Caine’s Arcade”. Next we
will get the rest of the school to play with the equipment.

School Motto
Be ambitious for the higher gifts.

Tigger Class - We have had a very busy couple of weeks in Tigger Class.
We have been using our circle times to develop thinking and
communication skills with early philosophical Would You Rather?
questions; brainteasers such as Would you rather have a pet dinosaur or
a pet shark? or Would you rather have four legs or six eyes? have
become the highlight at the end of each day and the children have
really improved their communication skills, becoming quite expert at
forming clear arguments to change each other’s opinions! Our Under
the Sea topic culminated with last week’s class assembly about the
pirate queen’s birthday - all the time spent practising their words and
actions truly paid off and all the children performed fantastically.
Thank you to the parents for providing such great costumes too. This
week we have been enjoying our indoor Tigger Beach and have been
working together to find the best sand / water ratio needed to build
the perfect sandcastle. We have also looked at a range of postcards and
have made and written our own postcards to send home from our ‘inschool holiday’. Our maths sessions have focussed on applying the
mathematical skills we have developed and applying them to a range of
number and space, shape and measure problems.
Bay Class - Over the past couple of weeks Bay Class have been
extremely busy! Firstly we prepared all out items to sell at the Summer
Fair, thirty hand tie dyed bags and twenty seed feeders along with
some tasty cakes and drinks. We were thrilled to sell all of our produce
and we are proud to announce that we raised £26 for the PTA and £39
for Greenpeace! In addition to this we had our final clarinet lesson of
the year, we concluded our lessons with a brilliant performance to Ash
Class and some parents. In literacy we have enjoyed learning the
famous Noyes poem "The Highwayman" and performing it to class. We
also learned some poems at home and had an outstanding poetry slam
to end the week!
Oak Class - Children in Oak Class celebrated their First Holy
Communion last month at the Oratory; many thanks to Father Daniel for
their preparation. Recently we have welcomed two new class members,
Troy and Angela, who have joined us in our projects including erupting
volcanoes (using bicarbonate of soda and vinegar) and creating still life
pastels. We all enjoyed sports day in its new location.
Fir Class - Fir Class have been writing leaflets on an animal of their
choice. They have used information that they have discovered through
reading non-fiction books and using the LearnPads. In art the class
have created some amazing patterns using printing ink and designs they
had drawn on foam printing boards. In maths we have continued to
revisit addition and subtraction problems. The class also created
pictograms of their birthdays. Outdoor Learning continues to provide an
exciting platform for developing the children’s knowledge of plants and
mini-beasts. They are continuing to work fantastically, helping each
other to create dens and make-believe games in the woods. It all
makes our afternoons very entertaining!
Ash Class - Over the last few weeks, Ash Class have been writing
persuasive letters urging citizens of Pompeii to leave their homes
before the eruption of Vesuvius. They realised the importance of
persuasion and how arguments you make need to be backed up with
evidence. In Maths, we have looked at bar charts and interpreting the
data from the information we have been given. We then used our
knowledge of the x and y axis to help us plot and translate coordinates
on a grid. The children have been bringing out their artistic sides to
their learning; designing their own Roman shields and mosaics. In
addition, they have been architects designing their own Roman Villa on
a budget. They have had to choose their decor wisely and bid to have
the best assets to their villa in order for me to want to purchase theirs
and not others.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
All the staff and Governors would
like to wish our parents and their
families an enjoyable summer
holiday. Have lots of fun and
hopefully some sunshine. We will
see most of you again in
September!
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TO OUR FABULOUS YEAR 6 CLASSES
TODAY IS YOUR DAY!!

Congratulations! Today is your day,
You're off to Great Places! You're off and away!
You have brains in your head. You have feet in your shoes.
You can steer yourself any direction you choose.
You're on your own. And you know what you know.
And YOU are the one who'll decide where to go.
You'll look up and down streets. Look them over with care.
About some you will say, "I don't choose to go there."
With your head full of brains, and your shoes full of feet,
you're too smart to go down any not-so-good street.
Out there things can happen and frequently do
to people as brainy and footsy as you.
And when things start to happen, don't worry, don't stew.
Just go right along. You'll start happening too.
OH! THE PLACES YOU'LL GO!
You'll be on your way up! You'll be seeing great sites!
You'll join the high fliers who soar to high heights.
You won't lag behind, because you'll have the speed.
You'll pass the whole gang and you'll soon take the lead.
Wherever you fly, you'll be best of the best.
Wherever you go, you will top all the rest.
Except when you don't. Because, sometimes, you won't.
Sometimes you’ll be waiting.
Waiting for a train to go or a bus to come, or a plane to go
or the mail to come, or the rain to go
or the phone to ring, or the snow to snow
or waiting around for a Yes or a No or waiting for your hair
to grow.
Waiting for the fish to bite or waiting for wind to fly a kite
or waiting around for Friday night
or waiting, perhaps, for their uncle Jake or a pot to boil, or
a better break
or a string of pearls, or a pair of pants or a wig with curls,
or another chance.

School Motto
Be ambitious for the higher gifts.

You will come to a place where the streets are not marked.
Some windows are lighted. But mostly they're dark.
A place that could sprain both elbow and chin!
Do you dare to stay out? Do you dare to go in?
How much can you lose? How much can you win?
NO! That's not for you!
Somehow you'll escape all that waiting and staying.
You'll find the bright places where boom bands are playing.
Oh, the places you'll go! There is fun to be done!
There are points to be scored. There are games to be won.
And the magical things you can do with that ball
will make you the winning-est winner of all.
Fame! You'll be famous as famous can be,
with the whole wide world watching you win on TV.
Except when they don't. Because, sometimes, they won't.
I'm afraid that sometimes you'll play lonely games too.
Games you can't win 'cause you'll play against you.
All Alone! Whether you like it or not.
Alone will be something you'll be quite a lot.
Onward up many a frightening creek,
though your arms may get tired and your trainers may leak.
On and on you will hike. And I know you'll hike far
and face up to your problems whatever they are.
You'll get mixed up of course, as you already know.
You'll get mixed up with many stray birds as you go.
So be sure when you step. Step with care and great tact
and remember that Life's a Great Balancing Act.
Just never forget to be dexterous and deft.
And never mix up your right foot with your left.
And will you succeed? Yes! You will indeed! (98 and 3/4 per
cent guaranteed!)
KIDS YOU'LL MOVE MOUNTAINS!
So... be your new school Matthew Arnold, Marlborough,
Cheney, Bartholomew, Headington, Cherwell, Gosford, St.
Gregs or The High, you're off to Great Places!
Congratulations. Today is your day!
Your mountain is waiting.
So... get on your way!
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SPORTS DAY 2016

ELM CLASS CYCLE TRAINING

After a false start (The Dragon School grounds were waterlogged), the
decision was taken to hold Sports Day here at school. It was a great
success and the weather held off for the duration. Congratulations to
RADCLIFFE House who were the overall winners!!

Elm Class finished their cycle training this month - they all passed with
flying colours - WELL DONE!! Huge thanks to Pany and her team of
Cycling Helpers. Our children will be much safer on the roads.

INTERNATIONAL DAY
A very big thanks to everyone who came and supported 'International
Day' after school on Friday 23rd June Together you have raised a
whopping £320.47 for the PTA. As ever, the food that you donated was
delicious and it was lovely to sample some of the dishes that feature in
our school's very own international cookery book - Recipes From Around
The World. These were selling like hot cakes! Copies are still available
from the School office at £5.00 each. Francesca (PTA Chair).

School Motto
Be ambitious for the higher gifts.
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FIRST HOLY COMMUNION

SUMMER FAIR 2016

On 18th June, children from Year 3, Oak Class took their First Holy
Communion. Thank you to Father Daniel for their preparation. Also
thanks to the staff and parents who made the event so memorable.

It was a truly wonderful afternoon with plenty of fun things to do and
lovely things to eat. The children really enjoyed Nick Cope's
performance and it was great to watch them singing along and dancing
to the music! By the end of the afternoon, not only had we had a
special time with friends and family, we had raised over £2,200.00 (not
including the £470 raised from the Breckon & Breckon signs!). Thanks to
all who came to the fair and to all the Mums and Dads who helped out.
Special thanks to Amy and Ollie Richards for all their efforts in making
the fair such a huge success. Francesca (PTA Chair).

FaThER’s DaY BREaKFasT
On 17th June the PTA held the Father’s Day Breakfast where Dads and
children came along to enjoy croissants and coffee. This event has now
become a firm family tradition at school.
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