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Monday 6th
Tuesday 7th
Wednesday 8th
Thursday 9th
Friday 10th
Monday 20th
Tuesday 21st
Thursday 23rd
March 2017
Wednesday 1st

Thursday 2nd

dates for your diary
6.00pm ~ Mass of Inscription for First Holy
Communicants and Confirmation Candidates at
The Oratory
9.10am ~ Good Shepherd Assembly
Fir Class - Outdoor Learning (PARENT
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED - please speak to Mrs.
Kempton OR check Doodle Poll)
Ash Class Swimming (remember kit)
3.05PM ~ PTA CAKE SALE
NO KS2 FITNESS CLUB
3.05pm ~ Start of Spring Break
8.35am ~ Restart of Spring Term
Willow Class ~ Soup Making for The Gateway
3.15pm ~ Year 2 Fig Class Parent Meeting
Oak Class to Hill End Ancient Settlement
Scholastic Book Fair Arrives
Ash Class Swimming (remember kit)
10.00am ~ Ash Wednesday School Mass at The
Oratory
5.30pm ~ FGB Meeting followed by
7.30pm ~ Annual Parent Governor Meeting
World Book Day

from our headteacher

Dear Parents/Carers,
We celebrated Candlemas at The Oratory this morning. This included a
procession with candles which the children really enjoyed. Thank you
to all the parents who managed to join us. Have a lovely weekend.
Tom Walker - Headteacher.
Year 2 Fig Class Parent Meeting
There will be a meeting for Year 2 parents on Monday 20th Feb at
3.15pm in Fig Class to give information about Year 2 SATs and the Hill
End residential.
Churches Together - Oak Class
The complete art panel depicting our given theme of Land has been
exhibited at Christ Church Cathedral for 12 days. It began with the
service for the week of Christian Unity. William Howes and Emily
Berkman attended the service and did readings alongside other children
from other schools and organisations who had also produced panels.
The evening was very special and most memorable for all who
attended. Churches Together would like to thank everyone again for
their contributions to the wonderful Churches Together exhibition,
which was enjoyed by so many visitors and worshippers in the Christ
Church Cathedral. There is a short film clip about the exhibition which
shows all the panels in some detail. Click here to see the YouTube clip.

School Motto
Be ambitious for the higher gifts.

from your loving hands
Lord, may everything I do this day begin with your blessing and
continue with your help. May everything I say this day begin with
your love and continue with your grace. May everything I plan this
day begin with your inspiration and continue with your peace. So that
throughout my life all that I begin in you may by you be happily
ended, all that I fail to do may by you be mercifully mended, and all
that I seek through you may by you be lovingly attended. Amen.
RNIB - Royal National Institute of Blind People - STAMPS!
The RNIB have written to us to ask us to collect used postage stamps.
The RNIB can raise money from British and overseas new and used
stamps. They also collect first day covers, presentation packs and
albums. Please leave approximately 1cm of envelope around each
stamp and place them in the post box outside the office and when we
have a goodly bundle we will send them off to the RNIB.

Sainsbury’s Active Kids Vouchers
Please remember to ask for your ACTIVE KIDS vouchers when you are
shopping at Sainsbury’s. The promotion ends on 2nd May. The
collection box is located outside the school office. Thank you.

PTA CAKE SALE
Friday 10th February @ 3.05pm in School Hall
Please bring your contributions of cakes, biscuits,
buns, cupcakes whether they be shop bought or
homemade, to the school office on FRIDAY morning
or before the sale. Thank You. THE PTA
Piano Lessons
Michael Davies works in many Oxfordshire schools and has worked
at St. Aloysius for several years. Michael offers lessons to children
who are interested in learning to play. Please contact him on
07857 896600 or MJmusicservices@aol.com.

The Giving Machine - SHOPPING
Did you know that most major retailers will donate money to
causes like St. Aloysius PTA every time you shop online with them?
All you need to do is access the retailers webpage via The Giving
Machine website HERE. Stores that support The Giving Machine
include; Sainsbury’s, Tesco, SportsDirect, Boden, John Lewis,
Waitrose, EBay, Asos and many more. Thank you for your support.
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class reviews
Fir Class - Fir Class have continued to use Winnie-the-Pooh as the basis
for our writing. We have been writing questions and creating thought
bubbles for both Pooh and Rabbit. In Maths the children have continued
to practice their adding and subtracting skills and this week they are
learning about 3D shapes. If you have any recycling that we could use
for junk modelling that would be great. In our topic lesson the class
watched a film about the Amazon rainforest and then using an atlas and
a world map identified where various areas of rainforest are around the
world. Outdoor Learning has continued to provide the children with
space to explore their own local forest and develop their team building
skills resulting in fun but muddy Wednesday afternoons! Thank you to
everyone who comes with us.
Fig Class - The antics of Winnie-the-Pooh have continued to be enjoyed
in Fig Class with the children retelling the part where he decides to use
a balloon to float into a tall tree to get some honey from a bee hive.
The children imagined they were Winnie-the-Pooh and retold the story
in the first person; again they all showed their developing skill as
writers. We have been focussing on grammar and punctuation for
morning work and have learned the rule of adding -ed or -d to the end
of a verb to make it past tense, this included and the rule for replacing
the ‘y’ at the end of a verb with ‘i’ before adding -ed e.g. reply
becoming replied. In Maths, we have thought about what methods help
us when adding numbers mentally; using the bar method for answering
a variety of questions including problems and checking that those
children who have begun to use a formal column method of addition,
do so accurately. In RE, we have been looking at the Parable of the
Talents and thinking about how we use the abilities and skills we have
been given. In Science, we have been finding out about what is
common to all living things and looking at a balanced diet. As part of
this, we have drawn a food pyramid to show the groups of foods we
should eat more of and those we should eat in moderation.
Oak Class - Oak Class have become very enthusiastic about their class
book Winnie-the-Pooh. They are writing their own versions of the
different chapters. The work was further enhanced by a visit by
members of the Creation Theatre group, Andy and Abbie. The class
explored ways of expressing different emotions, which could be related
to the different characters from the book. They acted out small
episodes using the language provided by A. A. Milne and also posing in a
variety of ‘freeze frames’. In grammar they are ensuring clear practice
of capital letters for all proper nouns. In spelling they are practicing
the suffixes which form comparative adjectives. In computing the
children have been revisiting the use of how to programme a list of
simple instructions to move roamers around our classroom and corridor.
In Maths they have been working through problems dealing with the
different combinations using the eight different coins to equal specific
amounts. They have also been working on simple equivalent fractions
by folding strips of paper.
Willow Class - This week in Willow Class the children have been writing
impressive play scripts depicting the moment that Dr. Frankenstein
brings his creation to life. The children have become very absorbed in
the story and took on the voices of each character brilliantly! We have
also finished our Young Art Oxford entries and completed some
beautiful ink impressions of Oxford which are on display on the top
corridor. Next week will include soup making for the homeless shelter
and potato printing tessellating shapes (in between the all important
SATs preparation of course)!
Ash Class - Over the last two weeks, the class have been trying to get
their heads around fractions and division. The children have been
pushing themselves to the limit. Having said this, they all worked
tremendously hard working out some really tricky sums. The children
have enjoyed having the new student teacher in the class (Miss Blisset)
who has been teaching English to them. They have focused on
description, using similes and personification to create an image in the
reader’s mind. In Science, they have created their own water world
where they will be seeing how clouds form as well as having a better
understanding of the water cycle. They have also done an investigation
on evaporation, looking at what makes a tea towel dry quicker. Lastly,
they have nearly finished their cave paintings. They have used pastels
to create the affect of a real painting from the Stone Age

School Motto
Be ambitious for the higher gifts.

TtHhIiıSs TtEeRrMm’Ss HhOoUuSsEe PpOoIiıNnTt TtOoTtAaLlSs
Ashmolean 113
Bodleian 159
Radcliffe 77
Sheldonian 125
Autumn Term House Point Cup Winners ~ BODLEIAN
Bay Class - Bay Class pupils demonstrated their caring and responsible
sides as they walked to The Oratory to celebrate Candlemas
chaperoning younger pupils from Fir Class on Thursday. The customary
candle procession passed without incident showing how pupils in this
class are maturing. The class book (Rudyard Kipling’s Just So stories) is
providing rich material for work in English. The pupils are being
challenged by his made-up words and unique literary style. The book is
also directing the pupils to explore Africa, its geography, peoples and
animals. Additionally, the children are using Africa as a theme in Art,
Music and PE (African dance cardio workouts). The children continue to
recite a new poem, learned and memorised each week. For some
pupils, this task is helping them to grow in confidence. In Maths, a
period of revision has concluded with an assessment in arithmetic and
problem solving and reasoning. Learning continues in RE as pupils study
the Parables and teachings of Jesus and how to follow His teaching in
their lives.
Tigger Class - We concluded our toys topic with a fantastic day at the
Banbury Museum on Wednesday. The children enjoyed an Old Toys
workshop, where they examined the differences between traditional
Victorian toys and the ones they have at home, learning about how
some of the toys could move without batteries or electricity. They then
each made their own paper ‘thaumatrope’ toy and were able to explore
the galleries, looking for a number of well-hidden relics. The staff at
the museum were particularly impressed with how well behaved all the
children were, listening well and asking interesting questions. One
Tigger asked whether “the toys come alive and play ‘hide and seek’ at
night-time like in our book-of-the-week” (Lost in the Toy Museum). The
answer was that nobody would ever know! Back at school we looked at
the Bruegel painting ‘Children’s Games’ and studied it closely to spot as
many of the 80 different games and pastimes as we could. We then
worked in small groups to make our own version using photos of the
children playing with contemporary toys and games. In Maths we are
starting to recognise and identify common 3D shapes and have been
looking at the properties of cubes, spheres, cuboids and cylinders..

SCIENCE BAZAAR at BROOKES UNIVERSITY
On Saturday 25th February, 10.30 am – 4pm, come and meet our
many researchers at Brookes for a free day of fun-filled family
activities at our Headington Campus.
Marvel at the miniature world of microbes and peer into a plant
cell. From food to fitness, learn what makes you happy, healthy
and improves the inner workings of your brain. Test your
knowledge on bones by meeting some of our friendly skeletons,
help us save the slow loris with a selfie and find out why having a
boisterous bash on a drum kit can improve your health.
Our staff and students from across the University have created
various exciting hands-on activities for children aged 5-12 years
(and adults too!). More details are on the attached poster.
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