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Term 5 ~ Edition 3
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
May
Tuesday 24th
Wednesday 25th
Thursday 26th
Friday 27th
June
Monday 6th
Tuesday 7th
Monday 13th
Tuesday 14th
Thursday 16th
Saturday 18th
Tuesday 21st
Thursday 23rd
Friday 25th
Tuesday 28th
Wednesday 29th
July
Friday 1st
Thursday 7th

Bookfeast ~ Ash Class and Bay Class
SWIMMING CANCELLED FOR ASH CLASS
Bookfeast ~ Fir Class and Oak Class
Bookfeast - Elm Class and Willow Class
1.30pm ~ Corpus Christi Mass at school
3.05PM ~ END OF TERM 5
SCHOOL CLOSED - INSET DAY
8.35AM - START OF TERM 6
Bay Class - Festival of Voices
School Photographs (Class)
10.10am ~ Ash Class Assembly
3.15pm ~ School Council Second Hand Uniform Sale
Year 3 First Holy Communion
2.00pm ~ St. Aloysius’ Mass at school
INTERNATIONAL DAY
Willow Class - IKEA Education Exhibition
Oxford Fire & Rescue visiting Years 5 & 6
10.10am ~ Elm Class Assembly
Year 2 to Hill End (residential)
Cherwell Transfer Day + New Parent Induction
10.10am ~ Tigger Class Assembly

FROM OUR HEADTEACHER
Dear Parents/Carers,
Thank you for your co-operation with our new start and end of the day
procedures. Inevitably there have been a few minor teething problems
but you can be confident that every reasonable step is being taken to
ensure the site is safe and secure. On Tuesday I accompanied the Bay
Class (Year 5) to Mass at Blessed Dominic Barberi in Littlemore for the
Annual Father Hudson Good Shepherd Mass. The Principal Celebrant for
the Mass was Bishop Robert Byrne. There were well over 100 pupils
there from other Catholic schools in South Oxfordshire. The children
presented a cheque for £453.78. Thank you for your generosity. Have a
lovely weekend. Tom Walker - Headteacher.

This TERM’s housE PoinT ToTals
Ashmolean 130
Bodleian 158
Radcliffe 132 Sheldonian 112
Spring Term House Point Cup Winners ~ BODLEIAN

WE ARE BLESSED ...
We are blessed to have the example of St. Paul. We see in him a
witness of one who lived the gospel in his daily life. His faith wasn’t
an idea or a quaint philosophy but a living relationship with Jesus of
Nazareth which had a direct impact on the way he lived his life. His
faith had taught him the secret of living a dynamic, adventurous and
full life (John 10:10). He wrote this: “I have learned the secret of
being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry,
whether living in plenty of want” (Philippians 4:12). Lord show me
with new clarity that “I can do everything through him who gives me
strength” (Philippians 4:13). Amen.

THURSDAY 16TH JUNE

UNIFORM SALE
Our School Council are organising a Second Hand
Uniform Sale on Thursday 16th June.

If you have any school uniform that your child has
outgrown and you would like to donate it to the School
Council, please bring it to the School Office. Thank you.

Safeguarding Children
Parents and children are still using the door under the stairs as a
general exit. Please can we ask you to use the main entrance. Thank
you. Also, parents should not let ANYONE in via this entrance. After
School Club parents should not go beyond The Base when collecting
children and should not access classrooms after 3.20pm.
Dinner Money
The outstanding dinner money total has increased again this week.
Total outstanding today is £182.90. This is made up of Oak Class £43.80 (9 children), Ash Class £38.80 (6 children), Bay Class £19.30 (4
children), Willow Class £26.90 (4 children) and Elm Class £54.10 (7
children). Please be aware that if you owe more than £10.00 you will
be notified by text to provide a packed lunch for your child until
your balance is in credit.
Latin Club
Mr. Shovelton from The Dragon School along with several of his students
came along to school on Wednesday to give an assembly to promote
Latin Club. If your child would like to join, there is plenty of space.
The club is held on Tuesdays in Willow Class from 3.10pm to 4.00pm.
Please register in the School Office or email admin.3842@staloysius.oxon.sch.uk.
Parking Outside School
We are still receiving complaints about parking around school during
the drop off and pick-up times. Please do not park on double yellow
lines or cause an obstruction to other drivers accessing Woodstock
Road. We have contacted Control Plus who will be advising us on how
to keep the roads around school safe for the children.
New School Lunches Menu
There will be a new School Lunches Menu starting after the May halfterm. The new menu will be available on our website and parents
should have already received a paper copy.

School Motto
Be ambitious for the higher gifts.
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CLASS ReviewS
Elm Class - In the last two weeks our focus has been on getting
prepared and through our SATs exams. The children were calm,
focused, resilient and efficient during the whole week. We also created
a time-line of events during World War 2, ran a bread market (market
dynamics) using bread, played Mexico and explored probability. This
week we’ve explored different number systems/number bases and are
writing our own extension to The Lost World (by A. Conan-Doyle).
Fig Class - How many continents are there in the world? What and
where is the equator? What is the weather like when you live near to
the equator? These are some questions we have been answering this
week in geography . This is the beginning of our topic on the world
where we will be looking at the different continents, finding out about
different countries and seeing what is similar or different to life in
England. We have continued looking at plants in Science, finding out
about the lifecycle of a bean and keeping a diary on our broad-bean
plants which seem to grow rapidly every day. In English the children
have been considering the impact of verbs and prepositions on
descriptive writing and using this knowledge have begun writing a
detailed description of Bilbo Baggins’ house. This week we started the
SATs tests, I am really proud of the effort and perseverance everyone
has shown.
Willow Class - The class are now refocusing on the topic of Past,
Present and Future. Children have been concentrating on not only the
past of their own lives, but the bigger picture too. We have started to
create autobiographies based on our first day at school which we had
great pleasure in sharing. We have also created four pieces of art work
based on the Stone Age era, to showcase our skills to Miss Wigley; she
was definitely impressed! In addition to this we went on a trip to Hill
End to further our knowledge, we had a really enjoyable day living as
early settlers, creating shelters, making spears and cooking (it was very
labour intensive, carrying water, crushing grain, making spears to hunt
with and making then eating bread). All thoroughly enjoyable! While
learning about the structure of the round house, the class learnt how
wood from willow trees was used in the building. The qualities of
strength and flexibility were key to the choice of willow - a new class
mantra. As the photographs demonstrate, Willow Class are enjoying
their post SATs learning and discovering. We have continued our topic
of classification in Science and had a go at creating our own animals out
of extremely sticky playdough; the hot weather has its downsides. Our
tennis skills are starting to take shape, focusing on the accuracy of our
shots has really helped our progression, which we will hopefully be able
to put into a game situation. Overall a great few weeks of achievement
and enjoyment in Willow class. In addition, I have been impressed by
lessons in algebra where a game of top trumps was adapted and used to
a very challenging level.
Tigger Class - Our mini-beast topic finished on a high with our Ugly Bug
Ball tea-party for parents on Thursday. The Tiggers made and served
snail sandwiches, caterpillar kebabs, and sticky beetle juice and
impressed everyone with their exclusive version of the Creepy Crawly
Calypso! During the party, the parents were shown how to play a Beetle
Drive game the children had devised, how to paint symmetrical
butterflies and they learnt about programming the Beebot robot. We
had an ‘official photographer’ who captured the event on the class Tuff
-Cam and these photos will be used as stimulus for the writing task next
week. In maths, we have been reciting the days of the week in order
and learning about different units of time including seconds, minutes,
hours and days. We have been enjoying trying out a range of practical
activities to find how many things we can do in one minute.

Fir Class - This week in Fir Class the children have been drawing and
writing story maps on sections of The Wind in the Willows and then the
children are going to move into writing their own adventure for Toad.
In maths we have had fun learning about capacity through practical
lessons and made bar graphs of their findings. In DT the class have
created a lovely array of masks which are displayed in Fir Class. Finally
thank you to Alex's mother for an exciting outdoor learning afternoon
where working in teams we all solved clues for a treasure hunt around
the woods.
Oak Class - This week Oak Class have been exploring different Greek
myths including Pandora’s Box and Icarus, engaging in drama activities
such as hot seating and freeze framing. For numeracy we have moved
on from expanded column addition to learning how to use compact
column addition. Science has been exciting looking at different types of
rocks and the cross section of the Earth.
Ash Class - Over the past two weeks the children have been starting to
plan their mythical stories. There have been many great ideas which
have been flowing around the classroom. We have now been able to
incorporate speech into our work with all the correct punctuation. On
top of this, we have also been looking at volcanoes. This has involved
understanding the different types, where they are located and what is
inside a volcano. As of this week, we have started to make our own
(eruptions soon). In Maths, we have been looking at Roman numerals up
to 1,000 and this week we have been racking our brains over decimal
and fraction equivalents. Lastly, our knowledge in the program 'Scratch'
has been growing immensely with the children now coding difficult
algorithms for their sprite.
Willow and Elm: Science and PE - We have started our new topic on
Living Things and their habitats. At Year 6 this topic focusses on why
classifying organisms into broad groups according to common
observable characteristics is important and how the approach to
classification has changed over time. The children are enthusiastic and
have already demonstrated great observation skills that should enable
them to make judgements about to classify a variety of plants, animals
and micro-organisms. In tennis we have been working on forehands and
backhands in an effort to be ready for Wimbledon!

Year 5 PHYSICS LAB VISIT

Bay Class - Bay class have had a busy couple of weeks that started with
an exciting trip to the Oxford University Physics Laboratory. On the trip
we learnt about magnets and how they work, we polarised needles to
create our own compasses and played with magnetic substances the
children had never seen before such as iron filings and ferrous liquid.
After the trip we had a mini picnic in University Parks and enjoyed the
sunny weather before heading back to school. In maths we have been
focussing on 3D shapes and have created some nets to make a class
mobile. We have also been rehearsing for our upcoming Festival of
Voices concert which the children are all very excited about - it is going
to be a fantastic evening!
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MAY PROCESSION - FRIDAY 6TH MAY 2016

OXFORDSHIRE SCOUT AWARDS
The sun was shining at Youlbury on Saturday 7th May for
the Oxfordshire Scout Awards.
Several St. Aloysius’
children received awards in recognition of their scouting
achievements.
Marcus Lavety (Willow Class), James
Atkinson (Elm Class), Arthur Iannacci (Willow Class) from
3rd Oxford (Wolvercote) Scout Group and Xavier Fernandez
(Bay Class) from 33rd Oxford Kidlington Scout Group all
received their Chief Scout Silver Awards (Rita Iannacci (Ash
Class) recently received her Chief Scout Bronze Award).
The day was filled with various activities for the children
to take part in including a huge climbing frame, bush
crafts, campfire cooking, etc., before everyone assembled
in the marquee to receive their awards. Congratulations to
all our great children for their scouting achievements.
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LOOK WHAT YEAR 6 HAVE BEEN UP TO POST SATS

