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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
November
Monday 28th

Tuesday 29th
Wednesday 30th
December
Tuesday 6th
Thursday 8th
Friday 9th
Monday 12th
Tuesday 13th
Wednesday 14th
Thursday 15th
Friday 16th

Years 1, 2 & 3 - Flu Nasal Spay (School Nurse)
12.30pm ~ Oak Class - Museum of Science
2.00pm ~ Willow Class Confessions, The Oratory
Last Writing Club
DATE CHANGE - Fir Class OUTDOOR LEARNING
12.30pm ~ Ash Class - Museum of Science
Willow Class Writing Workshop
2.00pm ~ Bay Class Confessions, The Oratory
10.00am ~ Immaculate Conception Mass, Oratory
1.00pm ~ Tigger Class Vision Screening
PTA CHRISTMAS FAIR
NEWSLETTER
Last Capoeira Class (for the term)
School Christmas Lunch
6.00pm ~ Reception & Year 1 Performance
CINDERELLA @ The Playhouse
6.00pm ~ Years 2, 3 and 4 Performance
2.00pm ~ Ash Class Confessions, The Oratory
6.00pm ~ Years 5 & 6 Performance
9.30am ~ End of Term Mass, School

Serenity prayer
God grant unto me serenity to accept the things I cannot change;
Courage to change the things I can and wisdom to know the
difference. Amen.

Have you remembered to
return your permission slip
and payment for the
pantomime - oh no you
haven’t, oh yes you have …

FROM OUR HEADTEACHER
Dear Parents/Carers, On Thursday morning we flung open our doors to
three year olds and their families who were visiting our new Acorn
Nursery Class for our Open Morning. It was wonderful to see the room
being used as a Nursery for the first time. Staff, Governors and parents
were on hand to welcome our new arrivals - roll on January! I hope you
have a lovely weekend. Tom Walker - Headteacher.
OUR AMAZING PTA
Please find attached the PTA Annual Report/Newsletter. The PTA
recently handed a cheque to school for nearly £4k!! This is money that
has been spent on LearnPads, early years books, Early Excellence
equipment in Tigger Class, CGP and topic books in Fir Class,
backgammon games and Victorian toys in Fig Class, classroom and
maths resources in Oak, Ash, Bay and Elm Classes and in Willow Class
Invention of Hugo Cabret books and games. Also included was a
contribution towards our new PE scheme and the playground goal posts.
We are so grateful to our PTA for all their fundraising, support and
general hard work - we are indeed very lucky.
Ash and Oak – Winchester Science Centre
The children from Ash and Oak Classes had a very informative and
active time during their visit. They learnt about the skills and training
to become astronauts. They carried out exercises which would maintain
their muscle power. The children performed experiments the same as
those taking place on ESA space station. Ask them how to demonstrate
the effect of creating a vacuum on a marshmallow! The planetarium
provided a thrilling ride into our solar system taking a closer look at the
planets and their moons. It provided much wonder and awe of God’s
creation and where we are – the big question for this term. The trip
was well supported by accompanying parents and big thank you goes
out to them.
Acorn Nursery Class Open Morning
We had a very successful Open Morning yesterday. Lots of new (and
current) parents, staff and Governors came to view our new Acorn
Nursery Class. Places are filling up and we are all very excited about
opening the nursery in January. If you know of anyone who might be
interested in our new nursery, please give them the office email
address and we will forward all the relevant information and
application form to them directly.
Other Attachments
This year’s Walk With Me Advent and Christmas Calendar to share with
your children.
School Health Nurse Winter Newsletter which contains lots of useful
information.
Details of the KiddiVoucher scheme. We are pleased to announce that
we can now take KiddiVouchers in payment for Breakfast Club. Speak
to the school office if you need any additional information.

School Motto
Be ambitious for the higher gifts.

CHRISTMAS FAYRE ~ FRIDAY 9TH DECEMBER
Come along and enjoy games, crafts and our
Christmas Café. There will be a Tombola and we will
be raffling our fantastic Christmas Hampers. There
will also be a selection of great craft stalls, more
information to follow ... Come along - the fun starts
in the School Hall at 3.05pm.
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This TERM’s housE PoinT ToTals
Ashmolean 242
Bodleian 296
Radcliffe 254 Sheldonian 235
Summer Term House Point Cup Winners ~ BODLEIAN

CLASS ReviewS
Willow Class - Willow have had such a busy two weeks! Firstly, we had
our Confirmation Retreat Day and the Confirmation Mass. I was
extremely proud of the children who attended both, they showed great
maturity and a good understanding of what the process of Confirmation
involves and means to them. The Saturday service was lovely and I
know the children really enjoyed themselves. Willow Class have also
begun preparing songs for our Christmas play and I think you have a
treat in store! The singing is sounding better than ever and we are
(rather ambitiously!) planning on including some harmonies and rounds
this year. I have also been very impressed with the presentations and
research projects the children have created as part of their World War
Two homework. Feedback from peers and myself has been posted in
the children's homework books.

Fig Class - Dragons are still the main focus of writing in Fig Class. The
children have written fantastic instructions about how to catch a
dragon; they thought carefully about how they might lure their dragon
into a trap and then, using imperative verbs, clearly explained what to
do to ensnare them. The children have also looked at a range of
information texts to find out different ways to organise their work
using: headings, subheadings, labelled diagrams and illustrations. Using
some of the techniques seen, they have begun to write their own
information texts about dragons. In Maths, we have carried out two
investigations, the first looking into place value and the effect of
changing the order of digits in a number and the second answering
questions requiring logic and reasoning skills. In art and RE we have
been looking at illuminated manuscripts including the Book of Kells
which was written in about 800AD. The children will be creating their
own illuminated letters.
Fir Class - During the past couple of weeks the children have written
Pinocchio books which they are hoping to share with Tigger Class. The
children have also been learning nursery rhymes from the past and
looking at rhyming patterns. In Maths Fir Class have been using their
knowledge of addition pairs to solve subtraction problems, they have
worked hard and used a variety of equipment to solve their questions.
In DT the children have designed a hand puppet which they are going to
make in felt and hopefully complete by Christmas! Outdoor Learning
has continued to be great fun with the children enjoying seeing how the
park has changed over the term, providing them with falling leaves of
many colours to play in, mud to splosh in as well as spending much of
their time den building and looking for bugs. Next term Outdoor
Learning will start again on Wednesday 18th Jan 2017.
Bay Class - The next module in our writing has been the narrative
poem, The Highwayman by Alfred Noyes. Your child should be able to
recite the key details of the story. So far we have understood this
complex story - full of figurative language - and we have just finished
writing our first stanza. Area, Perimeter and Angles have been our main
foci in Maths and all the children can use a protractor with a high level
of accuracy. We continue progressing our Klee inspired 'Heroic Roses'

School Motto
Be ambitious for the higher gifts.

The Giving Machine - CHRISTMAS SHOPPING
Did you know that most major retailers will donate money to
causes like St. Aloysius PTA every time you shop online with them?
All you need to do is access the retailers webpage via The Giving
Machine website HERE. Stores that support The Giving Machine
include; Sainsbury’s, Tesco, Amazon, SportsDirect, Boden, John
Lewis, Waitrose, EBay, Asos and many more.
Thank you for your support.
and our understanding of night and day/axial tilt, which both form part
of our science module. Our topic work is currently focused upon
understanding and using different ciphers and our next step will be to
make and break codes by programming Excel.
Tigger Class - Following a rush of children’s interest in monkeys and
gorillas last week we have been spending this week looking at
information texts about animals that live in rainforests. We are learning
about the animals that camouflage themselves for protection, how
panthers and jaguars can climb trees and why gorillas sleep in nests in
trees. We have been choosing a favourite jungle animal to describe and
have been writing about some of its features. In Maths we have been
learning to recognise and order all coins to 20p and have been making
small amounts of money by adding coins together. Thank you to all the
parents who attended our phonics afternoon – the children enjoyed the
opportunity to show how they learn the sounds and to demonstrate
some of the activities we do to develop their early reading skills.
Oak Class - In Maths the
children have explored the
properties
and
mathematical vocabulary
of 3 dimensional shapes.
This was reinforced by
creating new shapes using
cubes and counting the
faces, edges and vertices.
They have worked through
a series of lessons with Dr
Hutchings on the area of
‘time’ reinforcing their 5
times table knowledge and
applying it to the subject.
Children worked through a
comprehension, which
linked to facts about
fossils. They learnt about
t h e
w o r k
o f
pa l a e on to l og i s t s
and
demonstrated the love of
long new words. The class had a very informative tour of The Oratory
by Fr. Daniel. We learnt about all the different statues and found the
reliquary fascinating – particularly the jaw bone of St. Denis! The class
had an excellent experience with the storytelling project. Anna
Conomos, an international and award-winning storyteller, arrived and
shared part of the story of Jason and the Golden Fleece. They
performed alongside Ash Class making the monster, being Argonauts
fighting the monster, rowing away from the defeated monster. They
joined children from other schools at St. Ebbe’s School to portray the
full story. It was part of The Federation of Children’s Book Groups and
was funded through the Ragdoll Foundation.
Ash Class - During the past couple of weeks Ash Class have been
designing their own planet from the solar system. We have used paper
mache and drawings to create fantastic designs. In English, we have
focused on paragraphs and direct speech which we have realised are
essential to know for newspaper reports. In Maths, we have had a mix
of focuses ranging from rounding numbers up to 1000, finding angles in
stickmen and adding 4 digit numbers. Lastly, we have looked at Jacob's
dream in RE where children created their own interpretation of the
dream. Lots of hard work has been going on and I can always see the
class determined to improve. Great work Ash Class!
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