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Term 1 ~ Edition 2
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
October
Wednesday 5th
Thursday 6th
Friday 7th
Saturday 8th
Monday 10th
Friday 14th
Monday 17th
Tuesday 18th
Thursday 20th
Friday 21st
Monday 31st
November
Tuesday 1st
Friday 4th

10.00am ~ All Saints Mass, The Oratory
PTA Spooky Disco

Monday 7th
Tuesday 8th
Wednesday 9th
Thursday 10th
Friday 11th
Tuesday 15th

11.00am ~ Altar Server Training with Fr. Daniel
2.00pm ~ Ash Class Mass, The Oratory
PTA Welcome Coffee Morning, The Anchor
1.00pm ~ Willow - Macbeth, Northwall Theatre
2.00pm ~ Harvest Festival Mass, School
PTA Music Evening (POSTPONED)
Year 6 Residential Visit to Kingswood, IofW
NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE - Christmas Card Templates
8.00pm PTA AGM, The Courtyard - ALL WELCOME
Fir Class - Banbury Museum
PTA Great St. Aloysius Bake Off
3.05pm ~ Start of Autumn Term Break
SCHOOL CLOSED - INSET DAY
8.35am ~ AUTUMN TERM RESTARTS

PARENT CONSULTATIONS - Fig, Oak, Ash & Willow
PARENT CONSULTATIONS - Fig, Ash, Bay & Fir
PARENT CONSULTATIONS - Tigger, Pay & Fir
FGB Meeting
Perform Drama Workshop - EYFS & KS1
PARENT CONSULTATIONS - Willow, Tigger & Oak
NEWSLETTER
2.00pm ~ Willow Class Mass, The Oratory

FROM OUR HEADTEACHER
Dear Parents/Carers, Thank you for helping us make a prompt start
with our lessons in the morning. Understandably it’s taken a while to
get used to the new door systems but everything is running very
smoothly now.
On Friday the 7th October we have our Harvest Mass at School (see
inset). Parents and Carers are most welcome to join us. When donating
food please ensure that it has a ‘sell by date’ of at least 6 months in
advance and is clearly marked. Thank you. We hope you have a lovely
weekend. Tom Walker - Headteacher.

Guardian angel
Guardian Angel. Angel of God, my Guardian dear, to whom His love
commits me here, ever this day (or night) be at my side, to light and
guard, to rule and guide.. Amen.
Safeguarding
Please can parents ensure their children do not run around the car
parks (both the front and back ones) whilst waiting for the gates to be
opened. Please keep children with you at all times. Similarly, children
must be supervised by a parent around school and in the playground at
all times before and after school.
NEW After School Sports Club
Paul Edwards (our PE instructor) would like to start an after school club
after the October half term. The club would run on Wednesday and
Fridays after school. We would like to ask children and parents for
suggestions as to which sports or disciplines to teach/play. You will
need to bear in mind that the club will be held in the courtyard
(Wednesdays) and hall (Fridays). Suggestions so far received include
bench dodge ball, circuit training and uni-hockey. Please place your
suggestions in the blue box outside the school office.
Mini Tennis Open Day
Please find attached details of the Mini Tennis Open Day on Saturday
15th October.

HARVEST FESTIVAL MASS
FRIDAY 7TH OCTOBER 2.00PM
We are collecting produce for the Community Emergency
Foodbank. The following items are needed; Tins (or
packets) of Vegetables, Soup, Tinned Baked Beans/
Spaghetti/Meat or fish, Dried Pasta, Rice, Bottle Sauces,
Tinned Puddings, Tinned Fruit, Cereals, Milk (UHT or
powdered), Tea, Coffee/Drinking Chocolate, Long Life Fruit
Juice, Sugar, Biscuits, Jam and Spreads, Toiletries.
Please bring all your contributions to the School Office.
Thank You.

The Giving Machine
Did you know that most major retailers will donate money to causes
like St. Aloysius PTA every time you shop online with them? All you
need to do is access the retailers webpage via The Giving Machine
website HERE. Stores that support The Giving Machine include;
Sainsbury’s, Tesco, Amazon, SportsDirect, Boden, John Lewis, Waitrose,
EBay, Asos and many more. Thank you again for your support.
Girls Football Club
KS2 Girls Football club has moved from Monday to Thursday after
school. Please register your child at the school office.
Tigger Class Playground
Please can we ask parents and children not to remove the chairs from
the Wendy house.
French Club
French Club is open to all children of the school. It is always useful to
learn a language. Please come along for a free trial lesson. Registration
forms are available form the schools office and should be completed
before attending lessons. Why not give the club a try? For further
information, please contact me via email at christinesj@live.co.uk
Writing Club News
Many congratulations to Thomas Hemmings and Linos Ligoxygakis
(Willow). Together with Nicolo Ascari (last year's Willow Class) they are
the prize winners in the 'Just Write' Story Competition 2016, which was
organized by Mrs Frith-Powell. Competitors came from several local
schools including MCS, and the competition was to write a story
inspired by any work of art that is currently in a museum or art gallery.
The judge was the writer Laura Beatty, who provided a detailed
explanation of why Thomas's and Linos's stories were among the best.
Very well done, Thomas and Linos!

School Motto
Be ambitious for the higher gifts.
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This TERM’s housE PoinT ToTals
Ashmolean 57
Bodleian 86
Radcliffe 48
Sheldonian 43
Summer Term House Point Cup Winners ~ BODLEIAN

CLASS ReviewS
Oak Class - The children began the week with enthusiasm in their
English session as we celebrated Roald Dahl’s anniversary of his birth
one hundred years ago. The children were able to share their
experiences of reading, hearing and seeing films of the books. They
studied several of his photographs and built up a bank of words
describing what sort of person he portrayed. As a class we examined
and discussed one of his mottos My candle burns at both ends; It will
not last the night; But, ah, my foes, and, oh, my friends, It gives a
lovely light. ‘A busy writer with lots of characters who make a big
impression on our memories’ - Miss Baker continued to inspire their
writing about the character of Mrs. Twit. An afternoon of drawings
inspired by Quentin Blake supported their artistic skills.
A special experience took place on Tuesday 20th September as the class
worked in teams to save the school from an invasion by the Robotrons.
It was part of our Education Revolution workshop where groups worked
together to solve puzzles of a 3D nature to break codes. Its basis was
using and applying mathematical knowledge to reason out and gain
solutions to problems. They have continued to focus on number skills in
addition and subtraction of 2-digit numbers. ‘Roll the dice over’ which
is an Nrich activity created a further investigation for children to ‘sniff
out patterns’.

They are enjoying the plight of a book character, Gustavus Bell, who is
encountering different insects and creepy crawlies such as scorpion,
tarantulas and the preying mantis at very close quarters. In philosophy
the children considered the question ‘Would you like to live for ever?’ It
revealed some good thinking and insight to the practicalities and also
spiritual aspects and possibilities.
Fig Class - We have begun designing time machines-this is linked to our
History topic looking at changes through time and will turn the
classroom base area into a place where we can time travel. Each week
we will travel back to a different era. "Where do you want to go to?" I
asked the class. We had great suggestions; the Ice Age, when the
dinosaurs lived, when Henry VIII was alive, to Shakespeare's time.
Following a discussion, it was decided to go back to the era Miss
Bellamy was born in as this also links to our science topic about
ourselves - so we are venturing back to the 1960s for the next week. If
any parents (or grandparents) have artefacts from this time we would
love to see them. In maths we are revisiting doubling and halving
numbers and using partitioning to help us. In English we are continuing
with our Hamlin stories thinking about how we use powerful verbs and
adverbs to enhance our writing.
Tigger Class - The Tiggers had their first experience of democracy early
in the term by voting for their first class topic. They chose to learn
about space, so we have been looking at non-fiction books and websites
to learn names and facts about planets, we have painted textured
moons with bottle-top craters and have been storytelling a tale about
aliens stealing underpants!. We watched a video by the first British
woman in space talking about the food she ate on her mission and then
we tasted genuine astronaut food ourselves – dehydrated ice cream
bars and strawberries. We compared these with the taste, texture and
smell of the real foods and learnt some fantastic new vocabulary in the
process. In Maths, we have been reciting the days of the week in order
and talking about what happens at key times during the day. We are all
enjoying our PE.

School Motto
Be ambitious for the higher gifts.

Fir Class - Last week Fir class walked all the way to the Story Museum
which was a great achievement! When we arrived we split into groups
and visited the different story rooms. The children absolutely loved the
bedtime story room which has the most enormous bed in the middle
where a whole group listened to a story. The visit culminated in the
class learning to re-tell using actions and no words the story of the
Indian fable of the Monkey and the Crocodile. We have then used this
story in our literacy lessons to create story maps and we stepped
through the story in the playground whilst pretending it was a river. In
RE the children have produced some lovely drawings and writing about
our class saint Mother Teresa. During Maths the class has been focusing
on a variety of number bond sums, adding 1 more and doubling
numbers. I'm looking forward to our first Outdoor Learning session this
week which I hope by the time you read this will have been a successful
event!
Ash Class - During the past couple of weeks Ash Class have been
comparing, ordering and understanding 4 digit numbers. After showing
secure knowledge in this, they have now moved on to how to apply this
knowledge to help us with addition and subtraction. In English, the
class have been focusing on using description for a setting where they
have used what, where, when, who, what and how to add detail into
our writing. In RE we have started to look at the story of Abraham and
the promises he was offered by God. Lastly, we designed our own
pastel drawings of a planet landscape which has now been put up on
display in the hallway upstairs so please come and have a look.
Bay Class - We continue to build our understanding of the Homefront
during WW2 by listening to Chamberlain’s announcement of war in
1939. Having listened to his speech, the children then explored the
emotions and reactions of ordinary people. Next we will progress to
evacuees experiences.
Our writing is focused on Tanka poems
structured around syllables (5, 7, 5, 7, 7). Awesome poetry has
emerged, describing the northern lights, tornadoes and Earth from
space. We have started growing Mung beans in order to understand the
process of germination. Our next step will be seed distribution and how
plants have adapted to different habitats.
Willow Class - In Willow Class the children have been writing some
fantastic poetry set during the First World War and based on the works
of Wilfred Owen and E. A. Mackintosh. I have been really impressed
with the children's grasp of poetic techniques such as juxtaposition of
themes and use of rhyme and repetition for effect. The poems will be
displayed upstairs by the end of next week if you wish to read them. In
Maths we have been getting our heads around algebraic equations and
working out problems where multiple numbers are missing. In Art we
have been refreshing our understanding of primary, secondary and
complementary colours and learning how to blend and mix different
shades.
Science This Week by Doc H.
Fig Class: The children are examining objects to find out whether they
are natural or man-made. They are linking the properties of 'everyday'
materials to how they are used. We considered why certain materials
are used to make saucepans, umbrellas, yachts, chairs and spoons. The
class researched different objects at home and Abigail explained why
metal, wood and plastic might be chosen as materials to make a broom.
Oak Class: We continued our exploration of different rock types by the
whole class undertaking a carousel of investigations on the properties
of different rocks. This involved testing rocks for permeability and
reaction with acid (vinegar) as well as assessing their hardness by
rubbing them with sandpaper and attempting to scratch them with
nails. The whole class were engaged in the hands-on activity' which Mr.
Walker also seemed keen to join in on! See some lovely pictures of the
class in action.
Willow Class: The class are devising their own Fair Test investigation on
shadows. This has involved them exploring shadows practically before
coming up with their own, testable questions. This week they will
perform their investigations gather data ready to draw conclusions and
presenting their findings to the class for discussion.

Little oratory
Please find attached to the newsletter, details of Little Oratory held on
Wednesdays at The Oratory.
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