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Term 1 ~ Edition 3
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
October
Monday 17th
Tuesday 18th
Thursday 20th
Friday 21st
Monday 31st
November
Tuesday 1st
Friday 4th

10.00am ~ All Saints Mass, The Oratory
PTA Spooky Disco

Monday 7th
Tuesday 8th
Wednesday 9th
Thursday 10th
Friday 11th

DEADLINE - Christmas Card Templates
8.00pm PTA AGM, The Courtyard - ALL WELCOME
Fir Class - Banbury Museum
PTA Great St. Aloysius Bake Off
3.05pm ~ Start of Autumn Term Break
SCHOOL CLOSED - INSET DAY
8.35am ~ AUTUMN TERM RESTARTS
NO CAPOEIRA (additional class on 12th Dec.)

PARENT CONSULTATIONS - Fir (changed from
Wednesday) Fig, Oak, Ash & Willow
PARENT CONSULTATIONS - Fig, Ash, Bay & Fir
PARENT CONSULTATIONS - Tigger & Bay
FGB Meeting
Perform Drama Workshop - EYFS & KS1
PARENT CONSULTATIONS - Willow, Tigger & Oak
NEWSLETTER

FROM OUR HEADTEACHER
Dear Parents/Carers, Many thanks for your food donations to the
Community Emergency Foodbank. These were collected on Wednesday
and will be going to their storage facility in Cowley. We gave thanks for
all the gifts we are given at our Harvest Mass last Friday. Despite some
teething problems prior to the event, a fair number of pupils and
parents took part in the Oxford Half Marathon on Sunday. The children
proudly showed off their medals on Monday. I’d like to thank Mrs.
Kempton for overcoming some significant challenges to ensure our
pupils got to take part, as well as Mrs. McIntyre for all her support with
administration. Have a lovely weekend. Tom Walker - Headteacher.
Premier Tennis Club
Places available for children from St Aloysius: Premier Tennis camps in
Oxford. Specialist coaching provider, Premier Tennis, is running more of
their popular tennis camps at Rye St Antony School in Headington this
October half-term (24th - 28th). Players from 5-15 years old are split
into age and ability related groups with relevant drills, individual
challenges and team games that help children to make progress in an
inclusive and exciting environment. Camps run between 10am and 4pm
daily, with early drop-off and late pick-up options from 8.30am through
to 5.30pm. Find out more at premiertennis.co.uk/camps, or call
Premier Tennis on 01865 689754 with any questions or to book
individual days. Premier Tennis is OFSTED registered and childcare
vouchers are accepted.

Follow me
Jesus invites us to follow him as we make our way through life.
Sometimes the path along which he leads is not easy to follow and
we can lose sight of where we are going and wander away. With his
loving help and the encouragement of our brothers and sisters, we
shall eventually reach our destination, Heaven. As we get to know
Jesus better on our journey, together we can share his love for the
world, and, in our own way, call others to come and follow. Amen.
Lunch Menu - Next Thursday
A change in the menu planned for next week. As the school is closed
on Friday, Tracey will be serving chips and fish on Thursday!

The Giving Machine
Did you know that most major retailers will donate money to
causes like St. Aloysius PTA every time you shop online with
them? All you need to do is access the retailers webpage via The
Giving Machine website HERE. Stores that support The Giving
Machine include; Sainsbury’s, Tesco, Amazon, SportsDirect,
Boden, John Lewis, Waitrose, EBay, Asos and many more. Thank
you for your support.

TGSABO (The Great St. Aloysius Bake Off)
On Thursday 2O October the St. Aloysius’ Bake Off will take
place. A fun baking competition to raise funds for the PTA.
Children should bake at home and bring their entries to the
courtyard from 8.15am onwards. Each entry will cost £1. The
categories are: International Cakes, Healthy Cakes, Decorated
Fairy/Cup Cakes and Showstoppers. There will also be a special
category: Adult Bakes. Cakes will be judged during the day and at
3.05pm they will be displayed in the hall. Prizes will be awarded
and then the cakes will be sold. An entry form is attached and is
also available from the School Office. Thank You & Good Luck.

French Club - Languages Matter
French club is for all children of the school on MONDAYS 3.00 to 4.00pm
in Oak Class. As French is taught in all secondary schools, it is a bonus
to learn when young. There is a free trial lesson. Parents can meet
Christine the teacher before the club at 3.00pm. Why not give the club
a try? For further information, please contact me via email at
christinesj@live.co.uk
Absences
Parents need to complete a Leave of Absence Request Form for
absences from school such as holidays, family events, etc. Other
absences i.e. medical, hospital, dentist, etc. should be reported to the
school office via email, in writing, text message or telephone. All
absences should be reported by 8.50am.
NEW After School Sports Club
Paul Edwards (our PE instructor) would like to start an after school club
after the October half term. The club would run on Wednesday and
Fridays after school. We would like to ask children and parents for
suggestions as to which sports or disciplines to teach/play. You will
need to bear in mind that the club will be held in the courtyard
(Wednesdays) and hall (Fridays). Suggestions so far received include
bench dodge ball, circuit training and uni-hockey. Please place your
suggestions in the blue box outside the school office.

School Motto
Be ambitious for the higher gifts.
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This TERM’s housE PoinT ToTals
Ashmolean 111
Bodleian 154
Radcliffe 103 Sheldonian 87
Summer Term House Point Cup Winners ~ BODLEIAN

CLASS ReviewS
Oak Class - In English the children have worked hard on their
comprehension. A piece entitled Race Into Space, which covered
information about animals, first men and women into space, alongside
the story of Neil Armstrong’s first momentous step on the moon and his
first words, provided a very stimulating subject for them to answer
questions. In grammar they revisited the varied use of capital letters.
In maths they learnt about applying multiplication facts for the 5 and
10 times table to division facts and visa versa. They also learnt about
doubles, to double 20 and derive corresponding halves. The music by
Gustav Holst called Mars provided the class with an opportunity to
explore inspired vocabulary and produce colourful drawings in pastel
now on display in the entrance outside their classroom. In science they
have been taking a closer look at soils and their properties.
Fig Class - We have reached the end of our Pied Piper stories and the
children’s retellings are superb with good language choices, interesting
adjectives, powerful verbs and excellent punctuation. It is clear that all
the work we did on exploring other authors techniques and looking at
the impact and function of adjectives, verbs and prepositions has really
supported this work. The children enjoyed the visits during this week
on traditional tales by Mrs Hertog and Mr von Billerbeck. On Monday Mr
von Billerbeck told us all about Hamlin, showing us pictures of the
places mentioned in the story, and retelling the story. The children
thoroughly enjoyed this. In Maths we have been partitioning numbers to
support additions and subtraction calculations and exploring symmetry
in two dimensional shapes. We have also been practising our X2, X10
and X11 tables. The LearnPads have been used to support our History
topic about the 1960s where we have been finding out about the
fashions, music and the first flight into space by a human. This week we
have been joined by three Year 6 girls. They have been working hard on
their history topic but have also found time to work with some of the
children in Fig class which has been enjoyed by all. They have really
had to explore their own understanding of shape and Venn diagrams
when working with the Year 2s and now realise that passing on
knowledge and understanding can sometimes be very difficult.

Tigger Class - This week we have been exploring the world of knights,
castles and dragons, using our storytelling signs to tell the story of St
George and the Dragon. We’ve looked at the St George’s Cross and how
it fits into the Union Jack, making our own flag with our handprints. On
Wednesday the Tiggers were amazed to find dragon footprints in our
playground and set about making traps to capture it, should he ever
dare to return! We’ve used our puppet dragon to find ways of sharing
out jewels fairly and have also been looking at capacity, ordering
containers by the amount of moat water they can hold! After a cluster
of children were found comparing their heights with each other, we
carried out a Discovery Dog investigation to see if the oldest children in
the class were also the tallest – many of them were very surprised to
find this wasn’t the case at all!
Ash Class - Ash class have been looking at how to improve our writing
using different conjunctions and have used a greater depth of

School Motto
Be ambitious for the higher gifts.

vocabulary in their work. This has led to us writing our opening to an
adventure story on space. In Maths we have started to look at the grid
method as well as finding patterns and tricks for the 9 times table. In
science the children have been building circuits to test out whether
they are incomplete or complete and have also looked at materials to
find out whether they are insulators or conductors. In topic the children
looked at opposing forces to help their understanding of how a rocket
gets into space. Lastly, they have been programming on 'Scratch' and
have started to design their own game using previous lessons'
knowledge of the different scripts.
Fir Class - In Literacy this week, Fir Class have been writing instructions
on “how to catch a porridge thief” and then developing questions to ask
our thief. I wonder if you know who she is? In Maths, the children have
continued to count forwards and backwards from any number in steps
of 1, 5 and 10. Then our main focus has been 2D shapes. The children
have been practising describing the shapes, looking at edges, corners
and lines of symmetry. In RE the class wrote prayers thanking God for
the Harvest and thinking about children around the world who are not
as lucky as them. Our Science this week focused on our skeleton. The
children have drawn lovely chalk pictures and learnt to name key
bones. Another busy week in Fir Class.
Bay Class - The children have now finished their Aranami prints and we
will be creating a display in the classroom. This week we drew/
coloured the Islamic design - Breath of the Compassionate. It uses
geometric shapes overlaid on top of each other. Since finishing Tankah
poems, we have started writing recounts. Building on the theme of The
Home Front during WW2, we have written recounts of the start of the
war and the bombing of Coventry. We have been watching old movie
reels to help us. The focus has been to build vocabulary, use figurative
language and our use of a recount's features. We'll move on to
persuasive writing next week and after half-term. In Maths we have had
an intensive week building fluency in multiplication and division facts,
understanding factors and doing short multiplication. Next, fractions!
Propaganda's use on the home front and evacuation have been the two
key themes of our Topic work. For Science we are nearing the end of
studying plant lifecycles (germination and photosynthesis) and will
move on to habitat and seed distribution.
Away Day at St. Edwards
On Monday 25th September Harry, Isaac, Alex and I were invited to St
Edwards School to take part in a special curriculum event. When we
got to St Edwards we went to the “North Wall” where there was a
reception committee. We were given labels and then sat down at a
table. Our eyes came to rest on a tray laden with lovely, sugar-coated
chocolate-chip biscuits. We hastened to be the first to grab a biscuit
and, once we all had one, turned to see a man standing behind a table
full of glasses of apple and orange juice. When we all had a drink, we
settled down and waited for the other schools to arrive.
As soon as all the schools were there, we were told, by a member of
staff, to go into the theatre where we were given the low-down of what
was going to happen. Our first activity was Law with Christchurch and
Ludgrove School. We walked over to the new science block where on
the ground floor we did Law. We were split into four groups. I was
separated from Isaac, Harry and Alex and I had to work in partnership
with a member of both of the other schools. We had to debate about
something in the world today and my teammates and I were debating
about whether the UK should have a fixed quota of migrants coming in
each year. We were for and Christchurch School were against the
motion. After a rather heated debate, Christchurch school were
outvoted and we won the debate. Harry, Alex and Isaac debated
whether the military and armed forces should be the only people
allowed to handle fire arms. St Aloysius were against the motion and
Ludgrove were for, Ludgrove won the higher vote. Next we went to
science; it was about the coral reef crisis. We watched a presentation
about the coral reef, then we were given a hexagon puzzle with
questions and answers that we had to tessellate. We managed to
complete the puzzle but sadly we weren’t the first to finish. Overall,
the highlight of the day was our politics session where we were
required to design our own country, including its political structure.
The day was challenging but enjoyable and it taught us many new
things about the wider world. Written by Xavier Fernandes.
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