The Oratory Catholic Church of St Alogsius, Oxford
Parish Priest’s Keport 2010

2010 Statistics
2008 2009 2010

Paptisms: |nfants — “7) (54) 3]

Adults - 6) (8) 2

Total —_ (55) (62) 5%
Receptions of Converts: (5) 6) 8
[irst f'io]\tj (ommunions: (29) (50) 41
C onfirmations: (28) (35) 31
Marriages: <Z9) (5 i) 24
Funerals: (9) (9) 10
Average Mass attendance: (885) (904’) 927%
(On Sunclags in October)
(Confessions heard in our church: (6,844) (7,5%9) 7,584

|t has been a momentous year for the Church in this country and for the [ nglish Oratory,
with the first ever State Visit to the (nited Kingdom by the Vicar of Christ and the
beatification of our Cardinal, the Blessed Jo}m Henrg Newman. Meanwhile, as the
above statistics show, the life of our parish has gone on, with all the individual

manifestations of (God’s grace to which these Figures Point.

Funerals have taken Place in our church in 2010 of the Rt Revd & Rt [Hon. Mgr (Graham
| eonard, KC\/O, FC, Suzanne Lorxg, K evin Mal‘]oneg, (iovanni Fetrino, Babg
Marianna Stevens, Rosemarie Mﬂles, Jean Wakeman, Brian Murphg, Tong Butler and
Stanis]aw Kuszmar. Mag theg restin peace.

We bcgan the year with celebration: for ['r Robert’s silverju})i]ee of Pricsthood) both with
a sP]endid Solemn Mass, which he celebrated, and then a receptiorx at Ot Penet’s Hall.
During dinner on the c{ag itself (5th Januar9> it started to snow, and the [Tathers enjogecl
throwing snowballs at each other, and at those at’cenc{ing the meeting in St Giles’ Church
r‘la” oPPosite us! Snow became something of a feature of 2010. Thcre was a triP to the
National Ga!!erg in Januarg to see the “Sacred Made Real” exhibition. | his had to be
Postponecl twice because of sSNow, and at the end of the year we had to Forgo our usual

outing to the Lonclon Ora’corg Carol SCrvice for the same reason. Congratula’cions to all



those who strugglecl through the weather to come to Mass on the 5unclay before
Christmas; it was the first time in twenty years that we had no choir for the High Mass,
but ['r Anton valiantly provided plainchant, with some help. The good news is that we are
now equipped with a lifetime supply of salt to grit the courtyard!

Qur Reaffirmation and Renewal (Campaign has now entered a crucial phase, as we have
now received Planning Permission for our bui]cling Plans. T his means that if we can raise
sufficient money }33 the summer, we shall be reaclg to begin the first stage of the building:
the accommodation block and the ]ibrarg. (iven that we have Potential vocations for this
autumn, this work is rea”g vital for the future of our community, otherwise we will reach the
stage where we cannot take novices, all the [Tathers will grow old together and the Oxford
Oratory will not last begyond the present generation. T he [Tathers have been doing some
very intensive work on the Campaign during Januarg, and | hoPe that we will all do our
part in making this scheme a reality. [f things go to plan, we would then be ready to finish
the restoration of the church next year and move onto the cloister and Newman chapel
after that. Several Fun&raising ventures this year have been erjogable and encouraging;
we held a dinner and Promise auction at (Chesterton Manor in ]:ebruarg, 133 kindness and
generosity of Sterling Stover; and in Julg there was a whole week of American [ vents,
called “]ntcrclcpcnclencc Week?. [ lizabeth Mills and T essa (Caldecott in Particular
worked extremely hard to organize this. T here was a_jo”g music festival at the Perch,
So]emn Mass celebrated 139 Fr Joe] Warc{en of the Broougn Oratory, a concert }33 the
]nternational Baroque F]agcrs and the organist Ac{am Brakel, tours of Ox{:orcl by John
Whitehead, followed bg some magniﬁcent cream teas, a talk bﬂ Walter Hooperz “«An
American remembers (C.5.] ewis, and Fina”g another dinner and Promise auction at
Harris Manchester Co”ega A” of these events (wl‘n’ch it is tiring on!g to ]istl) helpec{ to
foster a sense of involvement and to Provic{e social oPPor‘tunities for our Parislﬂioners.
During Fcbruar\tj this year, we will have a team of volunteers aPProaching Pcople after
Mass to try to make sure that everyone is informed and involved in the CamPaign — 50

Please be nice to them!

Onece again, the chncsdag morning over 60s group has been sa”ging forth: to Woburn
Abbey, to Chichester to see an exhibition of surrealist art and to the National Gallery.
Trips further afield this year have included a visit to County Durham in [February for
some of our young PeoPle, to | ourdes in [ aster week, a retreat at Minster Abbey, again
for the 3outh of the Parish, exploring sacred drama and of course the visit to Birmingham
for our Carc{ina]’s beatification. ['r Daniel and six others walked 340 km from | eon to
Compos’ccla in Augus’c] and the Women’s Oratorg did a fine Job of drumming up
sponsors for the (Campaign, to a total of £5462. The budding thespians hope to
manifest something of their talent in [~ aster week this year, when there will be a production
of “The Quality of Mercy?, inspired by John Paul || and drawing on the journey to

[~ mmaus.



We were Privilegec{ to have [His (Grace the Arclﬁbishop make official visits to our church
twice: once during [~ astertide and again when we had a Mass of T hanksgjving after our
Cardinal's beatification. The Archbishop has also kindly agreed to become a patron of
our Campaign.

Mr T om Walker became [Head T eacher of St Alogsius’ Frimary School in Januarg

2010. Building work is currentlg going on at school — to cover over the central courtgarcl,
thus Providing a new indoor space which will be able to be used in a variety of different
ways. Sac”g the Notre Dame Convent closed in September and so we have lost the use
of its chapcl for class Masses. |n the Iong run, it is hopecl to convert the Old Laun&r\tj into
a school chapcl, but budgetary constraints mean that this is not an immediate Possibilit\tj.
The governors and staff have been working on a new mission statement for the school,
c{rawing on the fﬂolg ]:ather’s words to school children at Twickenlﬂam: “A goocl school
Provicles a rounded education for the whole person. And a goocl (atholic school, over
and above this, should l—zeIP all its students to become saints.” \Watch this space too fora

new school motto!

Ju]ict Ba” has been an efficient and gracious chairman of our Farish Aclvisor9 Group for
the past ten years. She is now stcPPing down, to be replacecl 53 Mark Millward. Mg warm
thanks go to Juliet for all her he]P and support, and to all those who quictlg contribute so
much to the life and mission of our Parish 133 their different activities.

The Holy [Tather's visit was of course the highlight of 2010, and it is now up to us to make
sPiritual caPital out of the “Benedict Pounce”. | ike many others, the [Tathers were
somewhat anxious about the success of the visit before it haPPeneé, but the reality
exceeded all exPcctations. T his demonstrated the religious thirst, often unconscious, that
lies beneath our increasing19 secular Public life, the aPPeaIing and ProFouncl character of
the f'jo]g I:ather himsel?, and also the value of the Preparations that were made for the
visit. Some of the Oxford and Birmingham [Fathers were given a media training course,
facilitated by Jack Valero, [ress Spokesman for the Peatification, and Robin Ajtken, a
former B.B.C. joumalist (and one of our own parishioners). The ‘media strategy’ was
based on the Principlc that we do not need to be afraid of the [ress, because we have
good news to share with others, and that we should be bold in conFronting difficult issues
so that the Church is not seen to be alwags resPoncling, but rather initiating news. Part of
this strategy was to get difficult subjects out of the way before the }’10]9 Father arrived,
s0 as to let the British Peoplc listen to him c{ircc’cly. T his worked, and Jacl( Valero kinc”g
came to give a talk about the media and the visit in November. | ord [atten, who was the
able organizer of the visit, will be coming to talk here on 16" March, which will give us a
furtherinsight into the story behind the public events.



[t was a signiﬁcant and moving moment, while the events were ljeirxg screened in the Parish
(Centre, to see the Holg Father being received at Holgrood }Jﬂ [Her Majestg the deen,
and probably the first time that a Pritish monarch mentioned Cardinal Newman in a
speech. The beatification, three days later was the crowning moment of the FoPe’s
Pi]grimage to (Great Pritain. [ight ‘buses, organized by Fax Travel, took pilgrims from
our parish to (Cofton [ark, and although there was great uncertainty about the
arrangements until very shortlg beforehand, everything went smoothlg on the c]ay‘ (The
Parish Friest was alarmed to hear on the ‘Plﬁonc at three o’clock in the morning, in his hotel
room in Birmingham that one of the ‘buses had broken down, but it soon started up again!)
Thank you to all those who took care of individual ‘buses and to Lucg Nash, who ensured
that everyone departed and returned safely. Ten of our parishioners had the privilege of
receiving [oly Communion from the Pope. Some of our number spent the whole weekend
in Birmingham, attending the sPectacular PerFormance of the PDream of (Gerontius’ in the
Town Hall, the Civic Banquet at the Council House, the Solemn \/espers at the
Oratorg, at which overFith bishops knelt at the altar rails to venerate our (Cardinal’s relic,
and the Mass of Thanksgiving on the Mondag. \We have since had a Parisl—x triP to the
shrine, which [r Kichard has Prepared beauthcung, and | l'loPe that such a triP will become
an annual event. We had our own Mass of Tl—zanksgiving on Tuescla9 21 September, at
which [His Grace the Archbishop preached and blessed the new shrine to our Cardinal,
and there was a further Mass at the | ondon Oratory the following day. One feature of
the beatification was the Iarge number of Oratorians present from all over the world, and
so the reminder of the continuing vitality of St Fhilip’s congregation. | don’t know what the
other diners at ‘Cielo” in PBirmingham made of the arrival of fifty Oratorians for lunch on
20" Septemberl

Celebrations in honour of our Cardinal were not confined to the weekend of the
beatification. | here was a study c{ag here and at St Giiles’ church at the beginning of
Scptember on the ‘Dream of Gerontius’} followed bg a Per‘Formance at Dorches’cer
Abbey in October. On gt October, the annual Night Walk to | ittlemore took Place,
commemorating Newman’s reception into the church in 1845 by Dlessed Dominic
Barberi. T he next clag was the first feast clag of the new beatus. | here was a Mass at
| ittlemore, and then in the evening a good crowd came to the (Iniversity Church of S
Mar9 the \/irgin, to hear Newman’s sermon “ | he (ross of (Christ the Measure of the
World” delivered }39 an actor from the same Pulpit from which it was first Preached. Our
thanks go to Canon Brian Mountford, the vicar, and Trim’ty and Oriel Co“eges, for
making this Possible. On Sunday ot October, there were more celebrations here, with

Bishop John Arnold celebrating the Solemn Mass. (And this may Part19 account for the
rise in average Mass attendance, since the ta”g is taken on the first four Sunclags of

October!)



[t has been noticeable that the number of groups interested in our (Cardinal visiting our
church has greatlg increased. \We have received in he past year visits, from the United
States, Folana, Austria, }:rance, ltaly, Germang, Belarus, Canacla, JaPan, South
Alfrica, |reland, Spain and Argentina, amongst others, as well as several school and
university Parties from this country and such diverse groups as the Foetry School from

| ondon and the members of “C ommunion and | iberation”.

Alongsiclc all these exciting activities, we have also had the usual events that make up the
life of our Parislﬁ: the feasts and seasons of the (Church’s year, Benediction in the Crib of
EPiPhanyj Mass for the sick, our CorPus Christi Procession, the Mag Procession,
weddings, baptisms, First Communions and (Confirmations, our [Forty [ours’ devotion,
the Rorate Mass in Advent, novenas for St Fhilip and the |mmaculate Conccption,
exposition of the Plessed Sacrament twice a week and on Saturdays during |_ent, the
various Parish groups who meet through the year: the 9.20 Mass music group, the
Oratorg choir, the Legion of Mary, Brothers of the Oratorg, Young Oratorﬂ, the
Wednesdaﬂ Morning Group, the Farent and Todc”ers group Little Oratory and the
Societﬂ of St Vincent de Paul; the weeuy c]eaning of the church, and, most imPortant]g,
the clailg celebration of Mass and l—zearing of confessions in our church. Altl-louglﬂ we domt
have the great events such as the visits of St T hérese or the beatification of our
(Cardinal to look forward to in 201 1, there will still be P]cntg to occupy us. [r Robert is
tai<ing a well-earned sabbatical at the FhiladelPhia Oratory and there will be a party to
wish him bon voyage on 20" Februarg‘ Br Nicholas will be ordained deacon on pgth
March. Tlﬂere is the Per‘Formance of “The Qpalitg of Mercg” in APri!, and Parties to
celebrate the Kogal Wedding and FOPC Jol’m Faul ”’s beatification in the same month. A
gooé number of our young People will be going on Pilgrimage to World Youth Dag in
Spain in August, visiting Darcelona, Madrid and Avila. T hey have various plans to raise
Funcls, inc]ucling concerts, cake sales and a walk from the Oxgorcl Oratory to the
Birmingham Oratorg. The Women’s Oratory has a clastarc”g Plan to raise money for the
CamPaign in Ju]g with an Orator3 “(Grand FPrix?, go-carting at the greghounc{ track.
There will be a “Dag with Marg” in our church in September. The new translation of the
Roman Missal will begin to be introduced in September, and we will all need catechesis to
be ready for this. [Finally, God willing, we hope that it will be possible to begin our building
work this year.

May Our Laclg, St Fhilip, St Alogsius and Blesse& John chrg Newman bring all our
endeavours for the glor9 of (God to fruition and keep us in their care c{uring the coming

368!‘.

r Daniel Seward, Cong. Orat.
Parish Priest
31 StJanLJary 2011



